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in compliance with the earnest desire 
of some of the friends of the above 
named Society, the author has submit- 
ted to our disposal, the following ser- 
mon; and we are confident that our 
readers will be profited by the peru- 
sal of so faithful and able a summary 
of the scriptural doctrines —_- are 
contained in the formularies of our 
Church.—[ Ed. 


Acts xvi. 31. 
** Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved.’ 


“If any man be in Christ, he is a 
new creature.” This is the infalii- 
ble testimony of the Spirit of God. 
And He who “knoweth our frame,— 
who is acquainted with all the prin- 
ciples and secret springs of our mo- 
ral constitution, has graciously con- 
descended to adapt his communica- 
tions to us with such a wonderful 
wisdom and benignity, as that “the 
wayfaring men, though fools, shall 
not err therein.” He has given us 
“‘precept upon precept, precept up- 


line; here a little, and there a little.”’ 
And his instructions have been so 
interestingly interwoven with the tis- 
sue of actual history, and have been 
so illustrated, enlivened, and con- 
firmed by oft-recurring addresses to 
the conscience and common sense 
of our species, as to make indiffer- 
ence and inattention to his truth, a 
palpable contempt of God,—to strip 
us of all excuse, if we will not know, 
and to stamp ignorance itself with 
the aspect of blackest criminality. 
The portion of Scripture whence our 
text is taken, strongly exemplifies 
these remarks. Paul and his fellow- 
minister Silas, in pursuance of their 
commission to “preach the gospel to 
every creature,” came to Philippi, 
a chief city in Macedonia, and a Ro- 
man colony. Here they laboured 
with tender love and compassion for 
the souls of sinners; but, as is usual, 
wherever ‘the truth as it is in Jesus,’ 
is faithfully preached, opposition and 
persecution soon arose. The clothes 
are rent off them with brutal vio- 
lence, and they publicly beaten by 
order of the unprincipled magis- 
trates, to gratify the blind fury of a 
mob. They are cast into prison; 
and the jailor, whose heart is in uni- 
son with the cruelty of his employ- 
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some dungeon, under circumstances 
of painful aggravation. Butnocom- 
plaints of the hardness of their lot, 
no reproaches against the wicked- 
ness and inhumanity of the magis- 
trates, escape them. Nay, ‘as the 
sufferings of Christ abound in them, 
so”’ their ‘consolation aboundeth by 
Christ.”” Indeed, it is a season of 
special refreshing to their souls.— 
Their hearts overflow with holy joy 
At the dead of the night, when the 
sufferings of their wounds have be- 
come most acute, we hear them, 
unsubdued by their present calami- 
ties, and unappalled by the future, 
pouring out their souls in prayer 
and praise. And doubtless their 
cruel persecutors, the people, the 
magistrates, and especially the jai- 
lor, are not forgoiten in these enrap- 
. tured supplications. But, hark ! 
All nature does not seem in harmo- 
ny with this peaceful, joyous prison 
scene! We hear a crash;—louder, 
and more loud it comes! The ele- 
ments rush together in frightful con- 
fusion. The deep-toned thunder 
rolls round the grated dome; the 
lightning’s lurid glare flashes thro’ 
the darksome cells. The prison’s 
foundations are shaken. Instant and 
awful destruction hangs over them. 
O terrour of terrours! An earth- 
quake at midnight! But “fear not 
Paul,” thou servant of the Most 
High; “thou must be brought before 
Cesar!” Be of good cheer, ye pri- 
soners; “there shall be no loss of 
any man’s life among you:—lo God 
hath given you all unto his servant!”’ 
At this direful moment the jailor 
awakes from his sleep—(it was the 
barbarous policy of the age to make 
the jailor’s life the forfeit of his pri- 
soner’s escape) he seeing the prison 
doors open, supposed that his pri- 
soners had fled. An igneminious 
death stares him in the face;—the 
thought of his wife and little ones in- 
volved in his ruin, rushes across his 
soul! It is too much for the pride 
and the infidelity of the man’s heart 
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to endure;—he draws his sword, and 
is about to plunge into eternity with 
all his “unrepented sins upon his 
head.” At this instant, Paul, ad- 
monished by the Spirit of God of the 
jailor’s situation, or discovering it 
by his exclamations, earnestly cries 
out to him,—forgetting all his inhu- 
man treatment,—“Do thyself no 
harm: for we are all here.’ The 
bosom of the jailor is agitated by the 
most powerful and distressing emo- 
tions,—horror at the sight of that 
gulph from which he had just been 
snatched, and convicted by the Spi- 
rit of God of his guilty and undone 
state. Filled with shame and terror, 
he calls for a light, and springs in, 
and comes treinbling, and fa'ls down 
before the much injured Paul and 
Silas. ‘Sirs, what must I do to be 
saved?” is his anxious inquiry.— 
They, unmindful of their personal 
sufferings, and feeling nothing but 
love and the tenderest concern for 
the man, notwithstanding his savage 
conduct towards them, immediately 
announce to him the salvation of the 
Gospel, in all its freeness and ful- 
ness,—** Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” 
Now, from this hour, we behold 
the most benign and extraordinary 
change in the character of the jailor. 
But just before, he was all dismay 
and despair,—now he is filled with 
peace and joy. With a barbarity 
exceeding his commission, he had 
thrust Paul and Silas into the most 
dreary apartment of the prison, 
‘“‘made their feet fast in the stocks,”’ 
and there left them, hungry and 
smarting under their wounds, to 
await the approach of light, and the 
fresh persecutions it would probably 
bring with it. Now, he manifests 
the highest respect and the tender- 
est concern for them;—he “washes 
their stripes,”—he brings them into 
his own house and sets refreshments 
before them. Behold, the lion is 
converted into the lamb! How 
striking the contrast between that 
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strife of passion and that elemental 
discord we have just witnessed, and 
this Christian entertainment and the 
flow of heavenly affection with which 
it is enlivened! The storm within 
and without is hushed into a repose 
as delightful as it is perfect! 

Now, my hearers, is there not a 
power and a moral grandeur in these 
circumstances.—(independenily of 
the vastly important truth announc- 
ed in the text, and independently of 
any spiritual influence that might 
accompany the annunciation of this 
truth, )—is there not, we say, a pow- 
er and a moral grandeur in these 
circumstances calculated to arouse 
our attention to the words of the 
Apostle, and to give them a deep 
and a permanent impression upon 
the mind, and at the same time, to 
clothe with the irresistible might of 
a demonstration, the wondrous truth, 
‘if any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature?” But, from the extraor- 
dinary narrative now before you, has 
it not also struck you, my hearers, 
that the turning point, and the sps- 
taining point of the jailor’s new cha- 
racter, was simply /aith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ? Now, he is an un- 
believer, and therefore without God, 
and without hope in the world,—un- 
der the controling influence of the 
selfish and hateful passions of his 
corrupt heart;—now, his soul bows 
in faith before the divine Saviour,— 
immediately he becomes kind and 
gentle, full of joy and holy love.— 
And thus it is God has been gra- 
ciously pleased to make the accom- 
panying history of the man, vividly 
illustrate and most triumphantly es- 
tablish the truth of the words spo- 
ken unto him,—‘Believe”’, &c.— 
And as faith in Jesus was the very 
source and spring of this holy 
change,—and as “without holiness 
no man shall see the Lord,” so it 
irresistibly follows, that had not the 
jailor “believed on the Lord Jesus 
— he must certainly have been 
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But what is true in this particular 
case, is also universally true. And, 
blessed be God, this awfully impor- 
tant point we are not left to deduce 
by fallible consequence.—For thus 
saith the Lord.—*Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the gospel to eve- 
ry creature. He that believeth, and 
is baptized, shall be saved; but he 
that believeth not, shall be damned.” 
Surely it is vain, and perhaps it 
would be presumptuous, for us to at- 
tempt to invest the words of the text 
with a more solemn and affecting 
interest than that which this simple 
declaration of “the Lord of glory” 
must give untothem. May we not, 
then, fairly suppose there is not an 
individual among you, who is not 
convinced, that it is a matter of un- 
speakable moment, to understand 
what is meant by the requirement 
of the text,—“believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ;—and that it is a mat- 
ter of positive and immovable obli- 
gation upon one and all of us to make 
this faith known as widely as possi- 
ble? In the further prosecution of 
our discourse, we shall endeavour, 
therefore, (with the permission,.and 
in reliance on the gracious assistance 
of God)—Ist. to unfold what is es- 
sentially involved in the instruction 
contained in the text; and, 2dly. to 
show that the Society for which we 
solicit your aid this night, is emi- 
nently calculated to extend the faith 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. . May the 
“Lord open our lips, and our mouth 
shall show forth his praise;”—and 
may he accompany his word preach- 
ed with demonstration of the Spirit 
and of power, that it may prove profi- 
table, being mixed with faith in you 
that hear! 

We are Ist. to develope the in- 
struction contained in the text.—~ 
There is a class of propositions so 
formed, as that whilst they force 
some one truth upon our observa- 
tion, they hold many other truths in 
reserve. Now, exactly of this sort 
is the declaration, “Believe,” &c: 
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Here, at the very first glance, it is 
seen that faith alone in the Lord Je- 
sus Christ is the way of arriving at 
salvation;—so that if we suppose 
any one to be hurried out of this 
life the instant he truly believed in 
the divine Redeemer;—that man 
would, according to the text, with 
infallible certainty, be saved. This 
truth, then, stands upon the “very 
head and front”’ of the proposition. 
But if we examine the require- 
ment of the text more close, and 
especially as it stands in its vari- 
ous connexions in the sacred vo- 
lume, we shall soon learn that it em- 
braces much more than the one 
truth which it so prominently pre- 
sents:—to be brief,—there is wrapt 
up init the whole gospel. When, 
then, Paul and Silas directed the 
anxious and inquiring jailor to a “be- 
lief on the Lord Jesus Christ’’; there 
is in this answer, besides the plain 
and obvious call upon him to put 
his confidence in the divine Saviour 
—besides this, we say, there is a de- 
mand upon him to receive, as it 
came to his knowledge, whatever 
else God has been pleased to reveal 
concerning our salvation. And, in- 
deed, every essential doctrine of the 
gospel stands in such close, obvious 
and inseparable union with faith in 
the divine Redeemer, that no one of 
them can be disbelieved by- the soul 
that sincerely believes inthe Saviour. 
Can none but the “fellow of the 
Lord of Hosts,”—**God manifest in 
the flesh,’—an Almighty Saviour, 
—can none other deliver us? Is 
this He in whom we are required to 
believe? Then must sin have wzt- 
terly ruined us, and we be without 
help in ourselves. Can nothing but 
the perfect righteousness of his “e- 
ternal Son” “made flesh” be accep- 
table unto the Father, as the ground 
upon which he would mercifully 
meet with us sinners? Then it is 
through faith only in the Lord Jesus 
we can be justified before Gods— 
our works must be insufficient—in- 











AUG. 


Jinitely insufficient—to bear us up 


before the just Judge and Sovereign 
of the universe. Can none but that 
august one, who “in the beginning 
laid the foundations of the earth,’’ 
and wrought “the heavens with his 
hands,”—can no power short of his 
work that change in us, without 
which a righteous Lord could never 
look upon us with complacency’ 
Then must that holiness with which 
man was at the first endued by his 
Maker, have been entirely destroy- 
ed;——and we, unless “anew created 
in righteousness and true holiness,” 
“shall not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven.”” ‘These doctrines, then,— 
the entire depravity of man by na- 
ture, or, (we are not tenacious of 
terms,) the absence of all holiness 
from the human character,—justifi- 
cation by faith alone in the merits of 
the Saviour;——and the necessity of a 
radical, holy change in us, to be 
wrought by “the Spirit of our God; 
are essentially involved in the text, 
—they stand in close, obvious, and 
inseparable union with faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. But we are well 
aware, brethren, of the fallibility of 
human reason in matters of religion; 
and therefore we would heartily com- 
mend that temper of mind which 
looks with suspicion upon every doc- 
trine, or system of doctrines, that is 
presented with nothing beside man’s 
argumentation in its support. In 
such cases each one of you has an 
indefeisible right to demand a “ Thus 
saith the Lord.”’ For “whatsoever 
is not read in Holy Scripture, nor 
may be proved thereby, is not to be 
required of any man, that it should 
be believed as an article of the faith, 
or be thought requisite or necessary 
to salvation.” The principle de- 
clared in the foregoing article, (for 
it is the 6th Art. of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church we have just read 
to you, )——the principle here assert- 
ed was the polar star of the Refor- 
mation. And surely it would be 


derogatory to the character and feel- 
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ings of a Protestant congregation, to 
suppose they could be content for a 
single moment, to lose sight of this 
precious principle. Proceed we, 
then, to an appeal to the oracles of 
God for proof of those several doc- 
trines which we have asserted to be 
essentially involved in the text. 

And here we will not rest upon a 
mere general afifeal;—we will not 
rest upon the fact, that with these 
doctrines in our hands, we may rea- 
dily unlock the treasury of divine 
truth, and go through every part of 
it with a natural and comparatively 
easy step;—discovering all around 
us a system clear, beautiful, glori- 
ous,—every way worthy of the infi- 
nitely wise, holy, and merciful Jeho- 
vah. But when these doctrines are 
rejected, the Bible becomes at once 
a mass of obscurity, confusion, and 
inconsistency. And though we be- 
lieve the greater part of you would 
readily accede to the validity ofsuch 
an appeal, yet we will not here rest 
upon it; because it is plainly of too 
great an extent to be substantiated 
upon an occasion like the present. 
Happily for us, however, my bre- 
thren, we do not need it. We can 
easily adduce farticular proof from 
the word of God for each point we 
have advanced. Indeed, such mul- 
titudes of testimonies crowd upon us 
from every part of the sacred vo- 
lume, that our only difficulty is to 
select. Turn we, then, to the 2d 
Ephes. Ist three verses; “And you 
hath he quickened, who were dead 
in trespasses and sins; wherein in 
time past ye walked according to the 
course of this world, according to 
the prince of the power of the air, the 
spirit that now worketh in the chil- 
dren of disobedience: among whom 
also we” (I, an Israelite by birth, 
and an apostle of the Lord ‘Jesus, 
and you Gentiles,) “all had our con- 
versation in times past in the lusts of 
our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the 
flesh and of the mind; and were by 
nature the children. of wrath even 








as others.” Now, surely, they of 
whom this could, with truth, be as- 
serted, that they were once “dead 
in tresfasses and sins” ;—that their 
lives were homogeneous with this 
world (which, saith the apostle John, 
‘lieth in the wicked one’’);—that 
they were the sudjects of the devil, 
who ruled over them, not merely 
with an external sway, as earthly ty- 
rants do; but with an internal domi- 
nion, a dominion over their very 
hearts;—that they being thus cor- 
rupt and supremely influenced by 
the devil, gave themselves up to 
their evil lusts and desires;—and 


that in consequence of these things | 


they were naturally under the wrath 
of God:—surely they of whom these 
assertions, or any one of these as- 
sertions, could be truly made, were 
utterly ruined—entirely depraved. 
But of whom does the Holy Spirit 
declare these things? Of Jew, as 
well as Gentile—of the apostle Paul, 
the Ephesian Christians, and you 
and me, and all “others by nature.” 
Again;—that faith is the only mean 
of uniting the soul to the Saviour, 
and thus giving it an interest in his 
vicarious righteousness, on account 
of which alone the sinner can be jus- 
tified before God,—this is a truth 
most clearly and abundantly taught 
in the sacred oracles. We refer 
you to the 3d chapter of St. Paul’s 
Epistle to the Romans. From the 
9th tothe 18th verses inclusive, the 
apostle gives a particular and faith- 
ful delineation of the depravity of 
“both Jews and Gentiles,”’—of *all’’ 
mankind; and then in the subsequent 
verse, as a wise preacher, he brings 
the holy light of the divine law to 
bear upon this most loathsome and 
appalling picture, “in order that eve- 
ry mouth may be stopped, and all 
the world may become guilty before 
God.” This conclusion then irre- 


sistibly follows in the 20th verse—, 
“therefore by the deeds of the law, 
there shalino flesh be justified in 
And having thus cut us 


his sight.” 
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off from all hope of being justified 
in this way, the inspired writer im- 
mediately brings to view a ground, 
upon which this apostate, ruined 
world might find mercy with its ho- 
ly Sovereign;—he points to a “righ- 
teousness without the law,”’—a righ- 
teousness other than all human righ- 
teousness;—a righteousness of which 
the prophets spake, and the law bare 
witness, as well by its types and sha- 
dows, as its perfect precepts;—in a 
word,——he points to that divine righ- 
teousness, “qwhich,’’ says he in the 
22d verse, “is by faith of Jesus 
Christ, unto all and ufion all them 
that believe.” And this brings the 
apostle to the last step of his main 
argument in the 28th v.—‘¢There- 
fore we conclude, that a man is jus- 
tified by faith without the deeds of 
the law.’’ Indeed, this doctrine of 
justification by faith alone, is a grand 
freculiarity of the gospel of Jesus; 
it is essential to its very nature. 
Strip the Bible of this precious 
truth, and it would be no more “the 
gospel of the grace of God.” “It 
is of faith,”’"--declares the apostle in 
the 4th chap. and 16th verse of the 
same Epistle, speaking of justifica- 
tion,—“it is of faith, that it might 
be by grace.” And every serious 
reader of the Bible must have ob- 
served, that in the matter of a sin- 
ner’s acceptance before God, grace 
and works are diametrically oppos- 
edto one another. Turn to the 2d 
chap. and 6th v. of the same Epis- 
tle,—*if by grace,” says the apos- 
tle, “then it is no more of works: 
otherwise grace is no more grace. 
But if it be of works, then is it no 
more grace: otherwise work is no 
more work.” ‘Therefore,’ bre- 
thren, “we” also “conclude that a 
man is justified by faith without the 
deeds of the law.” 

‘The last point we were to esta- 
blish by an appeal to the Scriptures, 
was the necessity of a radical, holy 
change in us, to be wrought by di- 
vine grace. And need we, beloved 








friends, adduce particular proof of a 
truth written as with asunbeam upon 
every page of the word of God? But 
we have freely pledged ourselves to 
the task, and must, therefore, stand 
to our engagement. “Except a man 
be born again,” declares our Lord, 
‘he cannot see the kingdom of 
God.” But whence this new-birth, 
this regeneration? Turn we to the 
Ist chap. of John, 13th verse. The 
apostle, here speaking of true be- 
lievers,—they who had really re- 
ceived Christ by faith,—in a word, 
the regenerate,—asserts they “were 
born not of blood, nor of the will of 
the flesh, nor of the will of man, dur 
of God.’”? The new birth is then 
“of God.” As if, however, these 
expressions were not strong encugh 
to give an adequate idea of that mar- 
vellous transition which every one 
of us must make before he can be- 
come a disciple of Christ, the change 
is likened in other places to a re- 
surrection. ‘When we were dead 
in sins,”—is the testimony of the 
apostle Paul in Eph. 2d c. 5th v.— 
‘when we were dead in sins God 
hath quickened us, (that is, made us 
alive,) together with Christ.”” And 
it is just in virtue of this spiritual re- 
surrection, that true Christians,— 
whilst the whole world ‘tare dead in 
trespasses and sins,——are said to be 
“alive unto God, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.”” But does even 
this language, powerful as it is, 
come up to that glorious work which 
God hath graciously wrought in the 
hearts of his faithful people? No, 
—the Holy Spirit has vouchsafed us 
another illustration of it,-—He calls 
it a “creation.” ‘We are God’s 
workmanship, (asserts the apostle 
respecting true believers, in the last 
quoted chapter,) created in Christ 
Jesus unto good works.” Hence, 
Christians, indeed, are described by 
the same apostle, as they who have 
“put on the zew man, which after 
God is created in righteousness and 
true holiness.” Verily, brethren, 
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we also conclude,—“therefore if any 
man be in Christ, he is a new crea- 
tion:——(as it is in the original) old 
things are passed away; behold, all 
things are become new.” 

My beloved brethren in the min- 
istry, the doctrines we have just ad- 
vanced, with their correspondent 
scriptural proofs, are doubtless fa- 
miliar to almost all of you. Do we 
not know them to be emphatically 
“the truth as it is in Jesus’? Do 
we not perceive that they lie at the 
very basis of Christianity, both as a 
sysiem of theology and as a princi- 
ple of holy living? And wherever 
we find these doctrines wanting in a 
religious book, or in the preaching 
of a minister, or in the life of a man; 
can we not say with all the confi- 
dence of heaven-instructed scribes, 
—there, there is rottenness at the 
foundation? But do we, my bre- 
thren, inculcate these truths with a 
zeal somewhat commensurate with 
their indescribable importance? I 
mean not,—do our sermons proceed 
upon the mere supposition of their 
truth? No,—-we may indeed thus 
build upon the right foundation, and 
yet that foundation be, in the gene- 
yal, so buried under a superincum- 
bent mass of foreign and compara- 
tively worthless materials, as scarce- 
ly to be at all noticed. But does a 
regard for souls,—does “the love of 
Christ constrain us” in all our min- 
istrations, both public and private, 
to address our people solemnly and 
affectionately, as creatures ‘“natu- 
rally dead in trespasses and sins? — 
and to point them to Christ crucified 
as “the end of the law for righteous- 
ness to every one that believeth’? 
and to urge upon their hearts and 
their consciences, the necessity of 
the new-birth, and the continual 
sanctifying influences of God’s Holy 
Spirit? Do these vital truths of the 
Gospel form the very sum and sub- 
stance of all our sermons?—and do 
we preach them with such a plain- 
ness and such a steadiness, that our 





people cannot possibly misunder- 
stand us? We know, beloved bre- 
thren, there are many, very many 
temptations to lead us aside from 
this faithful course. Literary va- 
nity (for example) may sometimes 
keep “Christ crucified” out of a 
sermon, lest its unity be violated. 
Methinks, therefore, it was witha 
special reference to us ministers that 
awful declaration was made: * Who- 
soever shall be ashamed of me, and 
my words, in this adulterous and 
sinful generation; of him also shall 
the Son of Man be ashamed, when 
he cometh in the glory of his Fa- 
ther with the holy angels.’’ 

A wordly policy also may too of- 
ten suggest to us to soften down 
these humiliating doctrines of the 
cross, lest our preaching be offen- 
sive to the proud hearts of men. 
But better were it for us, brethren, 
that they ‘cast out our name as evil, 
for the Son of Man’s sake,”’ than we 
be blasted by his frown in the fear- 
ful day. Both we and our people 
are hastening onward to a judgment 
seat, and a blessed or an undone e- 
ternity;—and we believe, unless they 
be bowed down under a sense of 
their guilt and pfrollution, and look 
unto Him, whom’ their sins “have 
hierced,” even “the Lord our righ- 
teousness ;”’—and unlesstheir hearts 
be changed by divine grace, they 
cannot be saved! Do we believe? 
Then let us sfeak:—let us boldly 
and plainly, but in meekness and 
love, preach this gospel both in the 
frulpit and from house to house,— 
‘“qwarning every one night and day 
with tears.” Alas! my brethren,— 
how “great must be our fault, and 
horrible the punishment,” if we suf- 
fer our people to “perish for lack of 
knowledge!” 

2dly. We were to show that the 
Society for which we solicit your aid 
this night, is eminently calculated to 
extend the faith of the Lord Jesus. 
You are aware that the design of 





this Society, is to circulate, as wide- 
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ly as possible, the Book of Common 
Prayer and Homilies of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church. When, 
then, we claim for this institution the 
distinguished honour of being an in- 
strument highly suited to promote 
the faith of Christ, it seems incum- 
bent upon us to show in the Ist place, 
that the essential truths of the gos- 
pel, (or “the truth as it is in Jesus’’) 
are contained in the works it propo- 
ses to distribute; and 2dly. that these 
works present “the truth”’ in a man- 
ner calculated to convince the mind 
and affect the heart, and thus allure 
into the pathof piety. But canit be 
necessary for us, my hearers, to 
prove either of these points with re- 
spect to the “Book of Common 
Prayer”? That ‘all* men are con- 
ceived and born in sin’”’—*“children of 
wrath” +t—and consequently there is 
naturally ‘no health in us,”}—and 
we “have no power of ourselves to 
help ourselves;’§—that ‘we are”’ 
justified,|| or “accounted righteous 
before God, only for the merit of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ by 
faith, and not for our own works and 
deservings;”’~-that we “should die 
from sin, and rise again unto righte- 
ousness’’§—and that it is only by 
God’s “special** grace preventing 
us——and continually helping us,” we 
have “good desires-—and bring the 
same to good effect: —these grand 
truths of the gospel are not merely 
expressed in the several places of 
the Prayer-book, from which we 
how quote them,—but they pervade 
and characterise every part of that 
volume. So that the man who can 
rise up from the Prayer-book with- 
out knowing his guilty and corrupt 
state by nature,—his perishing need 
of an interest in the divine Saviour, 
and of a radical, holy change in him- 
self;—verily that man is without ex- 


} Catechism. 


* Baptis. Service. 

+ Daily do. 

§ 2d Sunday in Lent. 
4 Bap. Serv. 

** Monday in Easter week. 


|) XI. Article. 








cuse. And surely to those of you 
who are Christians indeed, it cannot 
be necessary for us to say how clear- 
ly and fully, and with what simple 
but touching energy “the truth as it 
is in Jesus” is presented in this 
book. You, my brethren, have wept 
over its pages with “godly sorrow;— 
and caught from it the aspirations of 
a grateful devotion! Again;—that 
the genuine faith of Christ is most 
plainly and powerfully set forth in 
the Homilies, might be legitimately 
concluded, even without a reference 
to the volume itself, from the sim- 
ple fact, that «xbelievers, and those 
who under the garb of Christian 
frofession, are enemies to vital re- 
ligion and the doctrines of grace,— 
have ever manifested a special con- 
tempt and hostility for these ser- 
mons. Upon this point we will use 
the language of the 2d An. Rep. of 
the English Prayer-book and Homi- 
ly Society. ‘*The Homilies, like 
the Scriptures, upon the model of 
which they are formed, have, from 
the first, been honoured with the 
marked disapprobation of bad men 
and infidels. Thet opposition made 
to the original publication of them 
by the persecuting “Bishop” Gardi- 
ner, is very generally known: and 
the violent, and insidious attempt of 
Mr. Hume, in his History of King 
Edward the 6th, (A. D. 1547. C. 
34) to throw generai discredit upon 
the doctrines set forth in them, is 
probably still more familiar. It is 
well worthy of observation, that the 
ground cf offence was in each case 
the same: the bigot and the infidel 
stumbled upon the same stone: their 
objections are levelled against the 
very same points of faith; the sneers, 
and arguments, (if such they may be 
called) are in substance the same 

The prominent manner in which the 
grand peculiarities of the Christian 
scheme are here brought forward, 


* Page 15 of the Rep. Z 
+ Strype’s Life of Cranmer, b. ii- c. ©. 
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the plain, unequivocal terms in which 
the misery of all mankind by sin, 
their entire need of salvation, and 
the Scripture method of obtaining it; 
the nature of a true and lively faith, 
the evidences of it in the life and con- 
duct, the importance of reading the 
Holy Scriptures, and other most im- 
portant peints, which are here in- 
sisted on, could not but offend minds 
upon which religion had no genuine 
influence; and will doubtless attract 
the enmity of the profane, the self- 
righteous, and insincere of every de- 
nomination in every age.” Upon 
this point, then, brethren, we might 
here close the examination; for wher- 
ever “the truth’”’ exists, she will be 
just as certain to gather round her 
the hatred of her adversaries, as the 
love of her friends. But, doubtless, 
itis a matter of great importance to 
know how our Reformers (reached, 
as well as how they frayed. Now, 
in respect to the last, you have in 
your own hands so abundantly the 
means of informing yourselves, that 
we felt justified in giving it only a 
general notice: with regard to the 
first, however, it is perhaps needful 
for us to be more particular. Sup- 
pose, then, brethren, you were sit- 
ting down with these venerable ser- 
mons before you, and perusing them 
with that earnestness and candour 
which mark the sincere inquirer af- 
ter “truth”; and you were to meet 
with this plain and decided language; 
“(Man of his own nature is fleshly 
and carnal, corrupt and naught, sin- 
ful and disobedient to God, without 
any spark of goodness in him, with- 
sut any virtuous or godly motion, 
only given to evil thoughts and wick- 
ed deeds;”—and again:-—“‘As for 
the works of the Spirit, the fruits of 
faith, charitable and godly motions, 
—if he have any at all in him—they 
proceed only of the Holy Ghost; who 
is the only worker of our sanctifica- 
tion, and maketh us new men in 
Christ Jesus.”’* Now, we would 


terms could you possibly express 
the guilt and the corrufition—in a 
word, the entire ruin of man by na- 
ture?—and in what stronger terms 
could you possibly express the ne- 
cessity and the greatness of that 
change by which the Spirit of God 
transforms any one of our fallen 
race into a Christian? Suppose, 
further,—you met with these strik- 
ing testimonies; “twe are of our- 
selves, very sinful, wretched and 
damnable—of ourselves and by our- 
selves, we are not able to think a 
good thought, or work a good deed; 
so that we can find in ourselves no 
hope of salvation, but rather what- 
soever maketh unto our destruction. 
Wet} be justified by faith only.—Jus- 
tification is not the office of man, but 
of God; for man cannot make him- 
self righteous by his own works, 
neither in part, nor in the whole.— 
Yet faith doth not shut out repent- 
ance, hope, love, dread, and the fear 
of God, to be joined with faith in 
every man§ that is justified; but it 
shutteth them out from the office of 
justifying. Let us know our own 
works, of what imperfection they be: 
and then we shall not stand foolishly 
and arrogantly in oumown conceits; 
nor challenge any part of justifica- 
tion by our merits or works.jImWe 
take justification of God by his free 
mercy, and by the only merits of his 
most dearly beloved Son, our only 
Redeemer, Saviour, and Justifier, 
Jesus Christ—This] faith the Holy 
Scripture teacheth us; this is the 
strong rock and foundation of the 
Christian religion; this doctrine all 
old and ancient authors of Christ’s 
Chuttch do approve; this doctrine 
advanceth and setteth forth the true 
glory of Christ, and beateth down 


* Homily for Whit-Sunday, page 430, 
Baltimore edition. 

¢ Hom. Mis. of Man, page 14. 

+ Hom. Salvy. 2d part, pp. 21-2. 

§ Ditto. Ist part, p. 19. 

|) Hom, Mis. of Man, 2d part, p. 15. 








simply ask you, in what stronger 
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the vain glory of man; this whoso- 
ever denieth, is not to be accounted 
for a Christian man, nor for a setter 
forth of Christ’s glory; but for an ad- 
versary of Christ and his gospel, and 
for a setter forth of man’s vain glo- 
ry.” Now, with these passages be- 
fore you, my brethren,—these plain, 
unvarnished expositions of the doc- 
trines of grace,—surely none can 
doubt what was the religion of our 
fathers, or how they preached. And 
would the time permit us, we might 
here point to the triumphs with 
which, even in our days, the Lord 
has been pleased to crown these ve- 
nerable discourses. Wemight point 
you to that individual, who has hi- 
therto lived without God and with- 
out hope in the world,—but now he 
is awakened to repentance and new- 
ness of life;*—and to that poor exile 
oppressed with disease and dying in 
a foreign land,——but his heart is 
cheered with the prospect of a bet- 
ter, even a heavenly country;f— 
and to that Christian deriving new 
strength in the path of her toil and 
sufferings, and with her last breath 
thanking God that she had been 
permitted to read these sermons of 
the martyrs;—and we might point 
you to those gfoups of islanders lis- 
tening with eager and delighted at- 
tention to these discourses;—and to 
that prison-ship,—the abode of off- 
casts, depraved, wretched, forsaken, 
~~converted into order, seriousness 
and peace, by God’s blessing upon 
the reading of the Homilies! But 
for these interesting details we must 
refer you to the published Reports of 
this Society and its kindred nstitu- 
tions. 

My brethren, having, as we trust, 
so plainly and fully shown, that the 
Prayet-book and Homily Society is 
eminently calculated to promote the 
faith of the Lord Jesus Christ; we 


* 2d Rep. of Eng. P. B. and Hom. So- 
ciety, p. 14. 








might, perhaps, here safely rest its 
claims to your patronage. Surely 
no other motive can be necessary to 
call forth the liberality of Christians. 
But imagine, for a moment, you had 
been present in the dreary dungeon 
of Philippi, and witnessed the jailor’s 
tears, and terror, and agony of soul, 
and heard his piercing cry for help; 
and suppose Paul and Silas had just 
turned away from him in silent in- 
dignation at the remembrance of his 
recent cruelties,—-or, (what is more 
within the bounds of credibility, e- 
ven with respect to good men,) sup- 
pose they had made their hunger 
and thirst, their weariness, and the 
smart of their wounds, an excuse for 
putting him off to a more convenient 
season,—for not attending just then 
to his distresses. Ah, my hearers! 
what would have been your feelings 
atsuch asight? ‘Alas!’’ you might 
have exclaimed, “how is the gold 
become dim! how is the most fine 
gold changed:”? But take heed, 
brethren,—beware, lest conscience 
this night have occasion to hurl a- 
gainst any one of you thelike re- 
proach—but incalculably aggravat- 
ed! You sit here, this night,—not 
strangers, persecuted, in prison, 
suffering, forsaken,——but each one 
safely under his own vine;—and the 
voice not of one awakened soul, but 
of multitudes—not your persecu- 
tors, but those who have never in- 
jured you,—your friends, vour fel- 
low-citizens;—-their cry is heard all 
around you,—‘Men and brethren, 
what shall we do to be saved?”’ O! 
delay not to answer. For Christ’s 
sake, suffer them not to perish for 
lack of knowledge! The means are 
this night before you of conveying 
to them light and hope, and peace 
and joy in believing. To each one 
of you, then, the opportunity is now 
offered, of evidencing to the comfort 
of his own conscience, whether he 
himself be really influenced by that 
‘love of Christ, which constrained” 
a Paul and a Silas. 
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My friends,—were we to comply 
with the formalities usual upon oc- 
casions of this sort, we might here 
close. Our duty towards the Soci- 
ety, in whose name we have just ad- 
dressed you, is done,—imperfectly 
indeed,--yet done. I cannot forget, 
however, that I do not stand here 
simply as the advocate of a pious, 
humane institution, but as a minister 
of “the everlasting gospel.’ And 
when I look round upon you, and 
reflect how many are here present 
with whom I may never meet again, 
till we stand together before the 
judgment seat of the Lord Jesus 
Christ,—it suggests to my heart 
thoughts so solemn and tender, that 
I feel I have not yet done my duty 
to you, 

Is it with a lively interest you have 
contemplated the astonishing change 
in the Philippian Jailor, from dark- 
ness to light,-—-his transition from 
enmity and selfishnesS, and their 
hateful fruits, to peace and love and 
well-doing? But is there an indivi- 
dual in this assembly, to whom the 
thought has not occurred, that a 
change, in all essential respects the 
same, must be wrought in Aimself 
also, if he would be saved? O, my 
fellow-sinner, let not the world pro- 
long thy false hopes by its entice- 
ments or its flattering delusions; and 
do not deceive thyself with a bare 
form of religion. So sure as this 
word is “the truth,’—*‘except thou 
be born again,”’—except thou be 
made “alive unto God through Je- 
sus Christ our Lord,”—except thou 
be anew created in righteousness 
and true holiness—thou canst not 
see the kingdom of God! But— 
blessed be the Father of mercies!—- 
that grace which wrought so mar- 
vellously in the awakened jailor, is 
now preached unto thee;—* Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
too shalt be saved!” We entreat 
thee, sinner, by every thing that is 
awful in judgment,—that is delight- 
ful in the anticipation of heaven, and 














dreadful in the thought of hell,—we 
beseech thee—rest not satisfied with- 
out this transforming influence of 
the Spirit of God upon thy soul,— 
ston notshort cf this gracious change 
of heart! For this “one thing need- 
ful,” “search the scriptures ;’—for 
this, attend where the gospel is 


SJaithfully fprreached;—for this, es- 


hecially pray to Him who hath pro- 
mised to “give the Holy Spirit to 
them that ask him.” Amen! 


SECOND CIRCULAR OF THE EDU- 
CATION SOCIETY TO ITS MEM- 
BERS AND AUXILIARIES. 


May 1826, 
[ Concluded from p. 540, vol. 7.) 


Extracts from Dr. Griffin’s Sermon on 
Foreign Missions. 

“A simultaneous conviction seems 
to have taken possession of the go- 
vernment of the United States, 
some of the state governments, and 
many of the churches, that the time 
has come to make one great effort 
to bring the Indians to a participa- 
tion of all the blessings which we 
enjoy. One fact has broken upon 
them all—that this work must be 
done soon, or it will be forever too 
late. We have got away their lands 
and spoiled their hunting grounds; 
and they must be speedily brought 
to till the soil, or perish. This, 
however, is not the fault of the white 
people. It was never the intention 
of Him who gave the earth to the 
children of men, that a whole con- 
tinent should be perpetually held by 
a few scattered hunters, but that a 
denser population should draw sup- 
port from its soil. We had a right, 
therefore, to enter upon this uncul- 
tivated wilderness, with due respect 
to the previous claims of its inhabi- 
tants. We had a right to enter it 
by purchase, and to bring it into a 
state to support hundreds of millions 
of the worshippers of God. Butin 
mercy to the poor hunter, whose 
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deer have fled or fallen, we ought to 
take him to our fields and teach him 
to cultivate the ground. 

“This, I say, must be done soon, 
or it will be forever too late. The 
poor hunter will have sunk into the | 
grave of his fathers, and left the | 
chase and the field to you. The! 
tide of population is setting so ra- 
pidly to the west,—wave after wave | 
sweeping further and further upon | 
the shore,—that in a few years there | 
will not be a hunting ground left this 
side of the Pacific. Calculation on 
this subject will surprise you, while 
it discloses the sublimer prospects 
of this rising empire. For sixty 
years before the last census the po- 
pulation of the United States (exclu- 
sive of purchased territories) dou- 
bled once in twenty-two years anda 
half. Let it continue to increase in 
the same ratio for 148 years longer, 
and it will amount to 926 millions; 
160 millions more than are now sup- 
posed to be on the globe. This re- 
sult is obtained, as any one may see, 
by only doubling the amount of the 
last census seven times. I well 
know that the ratio of increase must 
be diminished, whenever the popu- 
lation becomes so crowded as to 
render the air less pure or the means 
of support less easy. But what 
should lessen it while an extensive 
wilderness remains io receive the 
surplus of our population does not 
appear. What, therefore, should 
lessen it until all the hunting grounds 
of the Indian are destroyed, we are 
unable to see. And if the same ra- 
tio of increase is to continue until 
the wilderness is generally reduced, 
the hunting grounds will be gene- 
rally taken up before our children 
generally leave the stage. Sixty 
years, in this proportion, “would add 
60 millions to our present popula- 
tion, and swell our number to 60 
millions. And with the spirit of 
emigration and enterprise, which 
characterises our people, 60 millions 








would probably extend the border of | 





cultivation to the Pacific. Six times 
our present number could scarcely 
fail to do this. Should nothing un- 
foreseen check our progress, out 
grand-children will make grave- 
yards on the shores of the Western 
Ocean. The very generation there- 
fore seems to have come, in which 
the Indians must be brought to cul- 
tivate the soil, or be exterminated.” 

‘Had we nothing in view but the 
temporal relief of the heathen, this 
would be a mighty object. Accus- 
tomed as we are to the enjoyments 
of civilized life, and surrounded with 
scenes of prosperity as far as the eye 
can reach, we cannot realize the 
wretched state of the savage—des- 
titute of the useful arts, even of that 
which relieves the tortures of dis- 
ease,—destitute of every thing which 
bears the name of convenience,— 
destitute of the social order and se- 
curity which are bottomed on whole- 
some laws—of the hallowed delights 
of domestic life—of the enjoy ments 
of refined intercourse and friendship 
—of the lights of science; depending 
for subsistence on the uncertain is- 
sues of the chase—often half famish- 
ed—-exposed to wintry storms, to 
lawless violence, to ferocious as- 
saults, to pilfering cupidity; stowed 
in a wretched hovel, immured in 
smoke, unsheltered from the rain, 
bedded in filth; the slave of the most 
polluting and furious passions, agi- 
tated by the phantoms of a gloomy 
superstition——ignorant of God, ofall 
the solace of the Christian hope, and 
perhaps besmearing the altars of de- 
vils with human blood. ‘What a 
vast amount of human happiness 
would be produced, even in the pre- 
sent life, by only introducing into a 
single tribe, the benign influence of 
Christianity and civilization for the 
benefit of them and their children, 
and their children’s children unte 
the latest posterity. 

‘But when we contemplate those 
heathen as immortal, the subject 
swells into a magnitude beyond the 
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vanges of imagination. Every one 
of them will be an angel or a devil 
millions of ages after the funeral of 
this world. Each of them will ex- 
perience happiness more than all 
heaven have yet enjoyed, or misery 
more than all hell have yet endured. 
To think of the perdition of one pa- 
gan soul, is enough to awaken the 
deepest sympathy of the whole hu- 
man race. But to contemplate the 
ruin of the hundreds of millions now 
on the earth, whose numbers are to 
be renewed once in twenty or thirty 
years; what heart can fail to dissolve 
in grief and vehemently cry out for 
help, to God and man? The fashion 
of this world is passing away; the 
sign of the Son of man will appear 
in heaven, and you and all the hea- 
then nations will be before his bar. 
Then, I ask you if it will not appear 
of more importance to have convert- 
ed a single pagan, than to have a- 
massed the treasures of the Indies. 
1 behold one of those heathen brought 
along in chains, to receive his doom, 
and looking down to an eternal lake 
of fire—“Ah me! says he, and am I 
born to this?” He casts an eye of 
anguish to those who once compos- 
ed the American church, and raises 
his piercing lamentations: ‘How 
could you see me perish? Why 
did you not sell your estates, to send 
the gospel to me? Ah! you never 
felt the pains of damnation.” In- 
deed, my brethren, when we con- 
template that scene, we know not 
where to stop. When we have giv- 
en a few hundred dollars, we look 
over the immense pagan waste, and 
then again to the judgment, and ask, 
Why should I not give as many 
more?” 

“We have slept too long over this 
immeusely important subject. The 
millions who are gone cannot be re- 
deemed; those who are now on their 
way cannot be stopped; the many 
who must die before we can reach 
the fields of the missions, must die 
as they are, because we delayed so 











long. But by the bowels of Christ, 
let no more time be lost.”’ 


We are happy in being able to 
state that the long-injured people, 
whose claims are so eloquently urg- 
ed in the above extracts, have at 
length awakened some degree of in- 
terest In the members of our own 
communion, and that the Society 
for Domestic and Foreign Missions 
have formed an establishment under 
favourable auspices, at Green Bay, 
under the superintendence of the 
Rev. Norman Nash. Bishop Chase 
of Ohio has likewise under his care 
several Indian youths of promising 
talents, whom he is educating with a 
view to their becoming missionaries 
to their perishing brethren. 

The following extracts are from 
the address of a Society, of kindred 
objects with our own. 

‘Dear brethren, never, perhaps, 
have the inhabitants of any Christian 
country had more reason than we, 
to adopt the language of our Lord, 
“The harvest truly is great, but the 
labourers are few.’’ Were it possi- 
ble, within the limits of the present 
address, to state in detail the facts 
which lead to this conclusion, their 
impression on the pious mind would 
be equally distressing and alarming. 
Suffice it to say, that the population 
of our country is making progress 
with a rapidity altogether dispropor- 
tioned to the provision of able and 
faithful ministers to supply its wants. 
In less than twenty years its amount 
will probably be doubled; and yet 
the candidates for the ministry, who 
are coming forward, are very little 
more than sufficient to supply the 
places of those who are removed by 
death. What then is to become of 
the tens of thousands, the hundreds 
of thousands, who are annually 
spreading themselves in every part 
of our extended territory? And be- 
sides this, what is to become of all 
those applications for labourers in 
foreign missions, which are every 
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day becoming more numerous? If 
we had four or five, nay, even ten 
times as many candidates as we have, 
they would still be insufficient to an- 
swerthedemand. Calls of the most 
urgent and affecting kind, both for 
stated pastors and for missionaries, 
are received from almost every part 
of our country, without the possibi- 
lity of furnishing them. Unless 
prompt and energetic means are a- 
dopted to obtain a supply, greatly 
beyond what has been hitherto ob- 
tained, the consequences must be, 
so far as human foresight can anti- 
cipate, that many important congre- 
gations must soon be either without 
ministers, or fall off to other deno- 
minations; and that many districts of 
country, the population of which 
mostnaturally belongsto our church, 
must either be left to seek a supply 
as they can, from other churches, 
or to grow up in practical heathen- 
ism. 

‘We rejoice, indeed, in the migh- 
ty plans for disseminating the Scrip- 
tures, which so remarkably and glo- 
riously characterize our day; and we 
calculate largely on the benefits like- 
ly to arise from the execution of 
these plans. But we acknowledge 
it lessens our joy, when we reflect 
that there are so few diving teachers 
to accompany the written word.— 
For we are assured by the Word it- 
self, which we circulate, that the 
living teacher is as fixed and as ne- 
cessary means of carrying on the dis- 
pensation of mercy to our fallen race, 
as that sacred word, which is the 
frower of God unto salvation to eve- 
ry one that believeth. How shall 
men hear without a preacher? and 
how shall they preach, except they 
be sent? If the world were filled 
with Bibles, there must still be min- 
isters to explain and enforce their 
precious contents. Of course, while 
to spread the former is an object of 
so much laudable exertion, it is cer- 
tainly to be lamented that the friends 
of piety have not been proportiona- 








bly roused to the deep importance 
of providing the latter.” 

“Some, however, may be at a loss 
to know in what manner such a so- 
ciety as now solicits your patronage 
will be likely to increase the number 
of candidates for the ministry. It 
cannot, of course, either make young 
men pious, or impart talents to them. 
But still such an association can do 
much. None who are acquainted 
with the state of the Church will 
doubt that there are at this moment 
in our country, at the plough and in 
the shop of the mechanic, many va- 
luable young men of ardent piety, 
and good natural talents, who would 
be glad to serve the Church in any 
way that Providence might point 
out, but who have no means of their 
own for obtaining a suitable educa- 
tion for the holy ministry; and who, 
left to themselves, will never come 
forward for that purpose. One great 
object of this Society, and its auxili- 
ary branches, will be to search out 
such pious and promising youth; to 
inform them of the provision made 
for their case; to take them by the 
hand; to overcome their diffidence; 
to bring them forward to the view of 
the churches, and to conduct them 
through every stage of their educa- 
tion, until they are prepared for the 
pulpit. 

“It is possible that some may al- 
together doubt the propriety of edu- 
cating ministers on charitable funds, 
under the impression that it is, on 
the whole, best that all candidates 
for the ministry should gupport 
themselves. And even some of the 
youth who might be selected as the 
objects of this bounty, may feel re- 
luctant to accept of charitable aid. 

“In reply to all objections of this 
kind, let it be observed, that very 
few who are able to support them- 
selves, appear to be coming forward 
to the work of the ministry; that the 
exertions of this Society will by no 
means diminish the number of such; 
but that if no others are brought for- 
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ward, a large portion of our land 
must experience a famine of hear- 
ing the word of the Lord. But do 
not all scruples, on the part either 
of the church or of young men, 
on this subject, arise from a want ol 
attention to some radical principles! 
Is not the church the moral parent 
of all the children within her bosom? 
Has she not a right to the services of 
the best of them? And may it not 
be asserted without fear of rashness, 
that in the present state of the church 
and of the world, whenever young 
men are found who unite fervent pi- 
ety with the natural talents adapted 
to the office, it is the duty of such to 
seek the gospel ministry; and that it 
is equally the duty of the Church to 
single them out; and if they have not 
the means of coming forward them- 
selves, to bring them forward, and 
to endeavour to give them all that 
preparation, which depends upon 
human means, for the service of the 
sanctuary? It isas clearly her duty, 
a duty which she as really owes both 
to her Divine Head and to herself, 
as the ordinary provision which she 
makes for the support of the word 
and ordinances. Or rather, it is to 
be lamented that she has not always 
been in the habit of considering this 
as an essential part of her ordinary 
provision for the maintenance of 
the means of grace. 

“If any of the children of the 
Church need assistance in obtain- 
ing an education for the sacred of- 
fice, from what source can they so 
properly receive it as from the 
Church, their moral parent? Every 
consideration of nature, reason, and 
Scripture, point to this parent as the 
most suitable provider. Assistance 
from individuals may be given re- 
luctantly, or may be suddenly and 
Capriciously withdrawn; but the 
Church, as long as she has the feel- 
ings of a mother, can never be ei- 
ther reluctant or weary in providing 
for her beloved children. The aid 
received from individuals, may ex- 
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cite in delicate minds, a painful 
sense of dependence;—but it would 
surely be improper for a child to 
feel pain in receiving from the hand 
of parental affection. Nay, may we 
not confidently assert that when a 
pious youth is willing to devote his 
talents for life to the service of the 
Church, it is but an act of mere jus- 
tice in the Church to furnish him 
with the means of comfortable sup- 
port while he is. preparing to serve 
her?”’ 

The Address thus concludes:— 

“ Pious fiarenis, will you not take 
a deep interest in this immensely im- 
portant concern? Will you not be 
willing to contribute your mite to- 
wards the education of your sons, or 
of the sons of others, whose hearts 
the Lord has touched, that they may 
be prepared to serve the Church in 
the ministry of reconciliation? There 
is a day coming when to have con- 
tributed efficiently to the prepara- 
tion of one able and faithful Gospel 
minister for the sanctuary, will ap- 
pear more important and will afford 
greater pleasure in reflection, than 
the greatest more temporal bene- 
faction that can .possibly be bestow- 
ed on mankind. Temporal bene- 
fits perish in the using;—but the la- 
bours of one faithful minister of the 
Gospel, may be the means of ex- 
tending blessings to nations the most 
remote, and posterity the most dis- 
tant, as well as through eternal ages. 

“Pious young men! we call on 
you to ponder this subject deeply in 
your hearts. To you under God 
we look for ministers of that Church 
which the Redeemer hath purchas- 
ed with his own blood. We entreat 
you to come forward and to coense- 
crate yourselves to the service of 
that Church. Can you make choice 
of any other profession so desirable, 
so noble, so God-like, as the minis- 
try of reconciliation? If not, then 
pray for the prosperity of this Socie- 
ty; endeavour to excite the liberality 
and zeal of others for its support; 
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and crown all by devoting your- 
selves to the holy cause which it is 
formed to support. 

“Christian brethren of every 
character and age! the errand on 
which we come to you in this ad- 
dress is nocommon one! We have 
all too long neglected our duty to 
the Church of God. Let us, then, 
humbled by the past, and animated 
by the prospects of the future, rouse 
from our lethargy and begin to act 
in earnest. Our master requires it 
of us. The cries of frontier settle- 
ments, who look and entreat in vain 
for missionaries, require it of us.— 
The miseries of the poor heathen, 
who are perishing by millions for 
lack of knowledge, require it of us. 
Yes, brethren, if you love the Lord 
Jesus Christ in sincerity, if you love 
the Church to which you belong, if 
you wish to prevent a famine of the 
Word of Life from desolating our 


land—come forward ¢o the heli of 


the Lord against the mighty.” 

The following statements are from 
the Report of the American Educa- 
tion Society in 1821. After men- 
tioning the difficulties and privations 
with which many of their beneficia- 
ries were struggling, they add:— 

“Look not only at what these 
young men are, and at what their 
influence is, but also at what they 
will probably be, in after-life. A 
single one of whom may and pro- 
bably will do more for the Church, 
than the Church is now doing for 
all of them. Is he a successful 
agent of a benevolent society—he 
may be worth ten thousand dollars 
a year tothe Churchin cash. Is he 
a successful Pastor—by winning 
souls-to Christ, he may be worth to 
the Church in one short life a thou- 
sand worlds. 

“Nor is this fancy; Jay, a suc- 
cessful minister in Europe, who is 
preaching in his writings on this 
Western Continent with a hundred 
tongues, was a charity student.— 
Buchanan, who has opened the eyes 








of the world on the miseries of the 
Kast, was a charity student. And, 
with one exception, all the Ameri- 
can Missionaries, who are sapping 
the foundations of whole empires, 
where satan’s throne for thirty years 
has stood secure, in one stage or 
another of their education, were 
charity students. See in what a 
perishing condition the world now 
is for want of more such men.— 
There are six hundred millions of 
heathen on the earth. At this mo- 
ment there are six thousand minis- 
ters wanted to supply the destitute 
in these United States; and fifty 
years hence, if the population of this 
country increases as it has increas- 
ed, and no special efforts are made 
to educate ministers, more than 
thirty millions of inhabitants in our 
own beloved country, will be desti- 
tute of preaching.”’ 

The following is appended as a 
note to Dr. Porter’s sermon, preach- 
ed before the above society, the 
same year. 

“To the benevolent man, whe 
thinks on the brevity of life, and 
mourns that he has done so little in 
the service of his Saviour, the anti- 
cipation of living and acting for the 
Church, after he is dead, i is in no 
small measure consolatory and grate- 
ful. President Edwards saw great 
good result from his labours while 
he lived, but the influence of those 
labours since his death, has perhaps 
been a hundred fold more impor- 
tant tothe world. Christian reader, 
let me ask you to dwell a moment 
on this delightful subject of contem- 
plation. Let me suppose that yous 
only means of posthumous useful. 
ness is property; that God has giv- 
en you seventeen hundred dollars, 
which you do not need for common 
purposes; and, as a greater blessing 
still, has given a heart to consecrate 
it to himself. You lay the founda- 
tion of a Christian scholarship. By 
aid of this, in ten years, a well fur- 
nished preacher enters the ministry. 
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He becomes pastor of a Church.— 
He labours twenty years for Christ. 
In this day of mercy it is no extra- 
vagant estimate, that he may be the 
imstrument of Salvation to a hundred 
souls; and each of these souls as 
valuable as yours, which cost the 
agonies of Calvery. Say, when 
this pastor shall meet you in Hea- 
ven, with these heirs of glory, ran- 
somed by means of your liberality, 
will you wish that you had employ- 
ed that money in constructing a 
theatre, or in ornamenting the gate- 
way of a crumbling edifice, to be 
your lodging place for a night?— 
But this is not all. At the end 
of thirty years, you will have given 
three or four ministers to the 
Church, each of whom besides the 
direct fruits of his own labours, may 
be expected at a moderate calcula- 
tion, to seek out and bring forward, 
once in five years, a new labourer 
for Christ; and each of these again, 
in succession, may contribute to 
perpetuate this series of services, 
in an accumulating ratio to the end 
of time. These data may assist 
you to compute, how many repre- 
sentatives, (should you die in thirty 
years) you will leave behind, to aid 
the work of salvation; and what will 
be their numbers, and the probable 
results of their labours, for a centu- 
ry after you are dead. Go through 
this process; and then determine in 
what way you could vest the same 
sum, on so productive an interest? 
Apply the same principle to any 
sum, great or small, and you find a 
nobler use of arithmetic, than that 
of the counting house or the exche- 
quer. Wealthy Christian, in mak- 
ing arrangements of property, pre- 
paratory to your death bed, think of 
this.”” 

The following extract is from an 
Address of the Education Society 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in Pennsylvania, formed in 1825.— 
After showing the necessity of a 
learned as Well as frious ministry, 
Vok. 8......N0, LS. 
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they proceed to demonstrate the 
fracticability of their. scheme. 

“But without dwelling longer up- 
ona point in regard to which we 
anticipate a general concurrence of 
sentiment, we wish to demonstrate 
the practicability of our scheme and 
its availableness to the great objects 
in our view. What better guide 
and more pé@rsuasive teacher can 
we have, than experience? Happy 
if we could point you to some simi- 


lar institution, under the auspices of 


the Church, whose successful re- 
sults and wide-spread beneficence 
could be urged as an example and 
a stimulus to us in the sphere of 
charity upon which we are enter- 
ing! In the regretted absence of 
such, we call to mind the stupen- 
dous achievements of others in this 
labour of love. The American 
Education Society of the New Eng- 
land States is perhaps known to 
most of us; it is an immense ma- 
chine, constructed upon the same 
principles, and subservient to the 
same purposes as those which char- 
acterize the proposed society. It is 
estimated that about 800 have par- 
taken of its bounty; and many of the 
most efficient ministers and mis- 
sionaries of the denominations cher- 
ishing it, were once registered a- 
mong its beneficiaries. Its ample 
revenue is wade up of large contri- 
butions, and of annual payments; 
some of which astonish us by their 
unprecedented liberality.* Their 
annual disbursement does not fall 
short of ten thousand dollars, and 
their efforts are continually increas- 
ing. The members of most of the 
congregations within its limits, have 
besides their personal contributions, 
evinced their zeal and interest, by 
making their Pastors members for 
life; or investing them in other 
forms, with the privileges and hon- 
ours of the Society.” 

* The annual subscriptions to this 


Society are, many of them, ten, ffty. 
and even one hundred dollars. 
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“The Board, while they deeply 
lament not having been able to ac- 
complish more during the past year 
in behalf of the cause confided to 
their trust, yet with sincere grati- 
tude to the Great Head of the 
Church, they have the satisfaction 
of recording some progress in the 
great work in which they have been 
engaged. Yet ‘“not®unto us, O 
Lord; not unto us, but to thy name 
be the glory.” 

Two of the Society’s beneficia- 
ries have recently been admitted to 
Deacon’s orders by the Rt. Rev. 
Bishop White; making the whole 
number assisted by your bounty, 
now ordained, eight. Two of those 
who have received assistance, are 
now able to proceed without it; 
leaving nine under the patronage of 
the Society. 

The Board have the pleasure to 
state, that seven female Auxiliary 
Societies have been formed during 
the past year; one in Leesburg, Vaz; 
one in Culpepper County, one in 
Orange County, one in Albemarle 
County, one in the Chapel Congre- 
gation, Frederic County, one in 
Hanover County, and one in Rich- 
mond, Va. Two of the former 
Auxiliary Societies, which had be- 
come nearly extinct, have been re- 
suscitated, and promise, as indeed 
do all the others, much aid to the 
Society. There are now in all 
twenty-one Auxiliary Societies.— 
The average sum paid in by the 
different Auxiliaries, whose contri- 
butions have been received this 
year, exceed seventy-five dollars.— 
The largest sum paid in by any one 
Auxiliary during the year, has been 
two hundred and sixty-three dollars; 
and the smallest, fifteen dollars — 
Although the sum paid by each in- 
dividual is small; yet, if the contri- 
butions of the different Societies 
should equal for the year to come, 
those of the year past, the Society 
will be able to support nine addi- 
tional beneficiaries. 








Two patrons have been added 
to the former number, and five life 
members. And here it is due to 
the ladies to state, that four of these 
have been constituted life members 


by their charitable exertions. It is 


greatly to be hoped that the exam- 
ple will not be lost upon others.— 


| Several valuable legacies have been 


obtained. The Library of the So- 
ciety has received a number of val- 
uable donations, which we deem it 
our duty here to record. From 
Clement Brooke, Esq. of Prince 
George’s Co., Md., fifty-seven vol- 
umes of old and rare works; from 
the Rev Charles P. Mcellivaine, 
twenty volumes; from Rev. E. Al- 
len, twenty-one; and eighteen vols. 
by a lady through Mr. Cairnes; from 
the Rev. Mr. Jackson, Prideaux’s 
Connexions; and from a_ friend, 
Smith’s Sermons. Handsome’ do- 
nations of books for the same object 
have likewise been made by two la- 
dies of Winchester, Mrs. Balmain 
and Mrs. Galloway. The Direc- 
tors cannot too earnestly press upon 
the members and friends of the 
Society, the importance of sending 
to their library such Theological 
and Religious Books as they may 
be able to obtain; and would, at the 
same time, be useful to the benefi- 
ciaries. A library is greatly want- 
ed, and many an old valuable Theo- 
logical work may be found in fami- 
lies, where its worth is ~but little 
known, and where it is scarcely 
ever used, which would be very 
acceptable. 


LETTERS TO A YOUNG FRIEND. 
No. 1. 
My dear young Friend, 

The request you have so often 
made, I now attempt ‘s gratify, and 
much sooner should I have availed 
myself of the opportunity to coun- 
sel one in whose welfare I feel so 
warmly. interested, had not the in- 
creasing infirmities of age rendered 
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me averse to any considerable ef- 
fort. You and I look upon life— 
the world aud its pleasures, with ve- 
ry different eyes. More than three 
score years of experience have 
taught me many lessons which lI 
fear vou can only learn in the same 
way. The path you have begun to 
travel has, to your view, every at- 
traction which variety and loveliness 
can give it. The world before you 
seems a paradise, where grow luxu- 
riantly tae fruits best sured to 
your taste. With the prospects 
and anticipations of ardent youth, 
you listen reluctantly to the melan- 
choly prophecies of those friends 
who know the deceitfulness of world- 
ly pleasure, and the transient and 
unsatisfying nature of all earthly 
enjoyments. But you have no rea- 
son to distrust the representations or 
the affection of these unwelcome 
counsellors, And in your case I have 
hope that less indisposition than 
usual exists, with regard to a knowl- 
edge of the sober realities of life; and 
that you confide in my judgment and 
sincerity, your letters sufficiently as- 
Sure me. With regard to all the 
particulars about which you solicit 
my advice, I am not at present able 
to comply with your wishes. I 
shall therefore confine myself in my 
present letter, to the subject of 
‘A musements.” 

Every period of human life upon 
earth requires relaxation, and it 
would be alike unwise and ungener- 
ous to condemn and prohibit it. The 
mind needs not only refrose from the 
toil of severe thought, but diversion 
to alleviate and refresh it; as the mus- 
cles of the body require varied action 
to secure perfect corporal health. 
But the sources of this amusement 
are very diverse. The toys of infan- 
cy are discarded in childhood; the 
Sportiveness of the boy is esteem- 
ed weak and silly by the youth; 
manhood looks with indifference up- 
on most of the pleasures of early 





life, while old age is too apt to rail 
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at the whole round of earthly enjoy- 
ments. In my remarks I wish to 
place myself in your situation, to for- 
get that k can no longer be interest- 
ed in amusements to which I have 
been a stranger for almost half a 
century. I will exchange the ri- 
gidity and censoriousness of age for 
the elasticity and gaiety of youth, 
and imagine myself blooming in the 
health and vigour of life’s happy 
spring. But there will be this dif- 
ference between us:—I shall retain 
my recollection of what I have ob- 
served and experienced, and the 
pleasures we contemplate cannot be 
robed in the freshness of novelty. — 
I take my place beside you as a 
friend, anxious to promote your 
real happiness, and to caution you 
only against delusive appearances 
and dangerous indulgence. 

That you need not be frightened at 
my proffer of advice upon the subject 
of amusements, I tell you at once 
that there are many pleasures which 
are not only innocent but useful.— 
The number of these is so great, 
that they are most easily pointed out 
by telling you what are not of this de- 
scription. But before I do this, let me 
caution you against an error which is 
quite common. Many persons ap- 
pear to consider thai if they forti- 
fy one point until it is invulnerable, 
they may leave all others exposed. 
Some, for instance, imagine that 
nothing is properly forbidden them, 
which does not impair their health 
without regard to the moral effect 
which it is likely to produce, or the 
expense of time and fortune which 
it may cost. By others, the preser- 
vation of health is looked upon as of 
minor consideration. To them eve- 
ry thing and any thing which can 
while away an hour and make ex- 
istence tolerable is welcome, pro-. 
vided their reputation with those of 
their own circle is left uninjured. 

Let such people be tried by their 
own standard of virtue, and we 
should find few to censure; but let 
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them be tried by that of their neigh- 
bours, and few could be acquitted. 
The rule then, which I would give 
you to determine whether an amuse- 
ment is proper for you or not, is 
thiss—Ask yourself not simply, 
whether it threatens to impair your 
health, or your fortune, or your re- 
putation; but say ‘will it directly or 
indirectly affect my present or fu- 
ture happiness? will it lessen my in- 


fluence or circumscribe the sphere of 


399 


my usefulness! Amusements do 





not all work their mischief in the) 


same manner, but are as plants, 
some of which are poisonous only to 
the taste; others, to the touch: to 
feel the deadly effects of athers, it is 
enough to breathe the air in which 
they grow. Itis the nature of some 
amusements to produce the ruin 
of those who indulge in them by an 
influence so direct, that no one ever 
doubts the source of the evil.— 
These are so manifestly pernicious, 
that none but the most unprincipled 
ever resort to them for gratifica- 
tion; and when a person is known to 
indulge in them, he is looked upon 
as one already lost to reason and to 
virtuous character. These I need 
not more particularly describe.— 
Others are of a more insidious char- 
acter:—they assume names to which 
virtue can listen without a_ blush; 
and so effectually does the garb 
which they wear conceal their de- 
formity, that their presence excites 
no dread and awakens no appre- 
hensions. 
With honi’d lips they make fair promi- 
ses of good, 
Claim kindred with meck innocence, 
and drawing near, 
With artful smiles, administer the opiate 
To conscience; locking fast suspicions 
wakeful eyes, 
In leaden slumbers. 


It is eminently the character of 
some amusements not suddenly to 
work our ruin, but stealing gradual- 
ly upon us to disarm us of the pow- 
er of resistance, and leave us ex- 
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posed to every succeeding foe.— 
They win upon our affections until 
their indulgence becomes an estab- 
lished habit, from which we find it 
difficult, and often fancy it impossi- 
ble, to free ourselves. But the dan- 
ger increases. If we once open the 
door to a guest of questionable cha- 
racter, we shall find it hard to shut 
it against the friend whom he intro- 
duces. ‘There appears to be a near 
relationship subsisting between a- 
musements of certain descriptions; 
and if we suffer ourselves to be in- 
timate with one member of the fa- 
mily, we shall find it extremely dif- 
ficult to remain utter strangers to 
the rest. The pleasure which we 
derive from our intimacy with one, 
we are soon induced to believe 
might be augmented by an acquaint- 
ance with all. Thus we goon en- 
larging the number till we give a 
welcome reception to all, and even 
to those against whom we may for- 
merly have cherished an aversion. 
So true it is, that after we have once 
yielded to temptation, we meet the 
second with the power of resistance 
enfeebled; and the third or fourth 
with neither the power nor the in- 
clination to withstand it. Itis not e- 
nough, then, to ask ourselves, when 
an amusement invites us to enjoy- 
ment, what will be its immediate ef- 
fects? We must look to conse- 
quences more remote: for although 
the one under consideration may not 
be in itself injurious, it may prove 
the introduction of others which are. 
Among the indirect effects of amuse- 
ments, there is one deserving parti- 
cular consideration. As the sources 
from which our pleasures are derived 
are various, respecting some of them 
the sentiments of individuals will at 
times differ from established public 
opinion. It is in cases like this, that 


persons are most apt to expose 
themselves tocensure. Thinking that 
they should be guided by their own 
judgment rather than by that of 
others, they indulge in that which te 
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them appears innocent; but which is 
by others stamped with a different 
character. Cages of this descrip- 
tion, in which an individual finds his 
own opinion opposed by that of the 
public, often occasion doubts and 
perplexities respecting the course to 
be pursued; but areto my mind, per- 
fectly clear. Whatever may be the 
sentiments of an individual, the world 
will always judge by its own stand- 
ard. The person who engages in 
amusements generally condemned 
as improper, will have little regard 
paid to his private opinions; he will 
unavoldably injure his reputation for 
consistency of moral character, and 
Jessen the salutary influence which 
he might otherwise exert. The pow- 
er of doing good is limited by the 
influence which a man possesses. 
To brave public opinion, then, by 
engaging in amusements which it 
condemns, is wantonly to throw a- 
way the means of doing good, an 
action which cannot be regarded 
otherwise than criminal. He who 
attempts to maintain the character 
of a Christian, and yet suffers such 
inroads to be made on his reputa- 
tion, cannot enjoy the confidence of 
the good; is distrusted by all, and 
welcome to the society of none.— 
That man is litide to bé envied, 
who is so weak in principle, and so 
lost to the worth of character, that 
he can thus basely cheapen his own 
reputation, and barter away his pros- 
pects of usefulness, for the simple 
privilege of indulging in that, which, 
at most, can afford but a transient 
and painful gratification. Guard 
himself as he will, he cannot long re- 
main a stranger to the “compunc- 
tious visitings of conscience.” It is 
impossible to mistake the studied 
distance and the heartless welcome 
of those whose good opinion he 
would gladly secure, but which cai: 
be purchased only by consistency of 
virtuous character. 

You now have my opinion upon 
the subject of indulging in amuse- 








ments which meet with your own 
approbation, but are condemned by 
others. It is too high an estimate 
of their value, to he willing to pur- 
chase them at the expense of that 
influence which is within our power, 
avid which it is our duty to main- 
tain. 

You may perhaps think it an un- 
reasonable precaution to impose up- 
on you any further restraint, after 
you have, out of compliance to the 
caprices of others, denied yourself 
pleasures which you believe to be 
innocent. Yet the duty which I 
have imposed upon myself, will 
not suffer me to stop here. When 
I recommend prudence in_ the 
choice of amusements, I would have 
you at the same time know in whose 
presence you indulge in those which 
are allowable. You may sometimes 
be invited by persons less conscien- 
tious than yourself, to pass a short 
time in a manner which you could 
not condemn; and when thus en- 
gaged, run great risk of being led 
further than you intended, a step 
which may afterwards cause you 


many hours of bitterregret. When. 


urged by such persons, under such 
circumstances, you will find that 
compliance with the wishes of others, 
commonly called civility, a danger- 
ous foe to manly and virtuous re- 
sistance. Such is the constitution 
of our natures, that we pay more 
regard to present than to future con- 
sequences; and without unyielding 
firmness and prudence you may 
have frequent opportunities of la- 
menting your weakness in having 
sacrificed your principles to your 
company, and made the precepts of 
virtue yield to those of civility.— 
There is a combination of circum- 
stances of not unfrequent occur- 
rence, which calls into exercise the 
strength of Christian resolution.— 
Should you ever, in the society of 
Jashionable freofile, be invited, fro- 
litely invited to engage in an a- 
musement which does not meet with 








ee eee ee 


te 


a? ee oe ee 








26 EXTRACT FROM FLETCHER. AUG, 


your disapprobation, but is gener- 
ally condemned by the good, though 
your fall may not be certain, the 
odds are fearfully against you. The 
source of the danger I have alrea- 
dy explained, a distrust of your 
principles, the loss of influence, and 
other undesirable consequences, 
some of which I have mentioned. 

These-remarks, my young friend, 
coming as they do, from one who 
has had the benefit of experience, 
are worthy of your consideration.— 
They show the necessity of pru- 
dence, in the manner of spending 
that portion of time devoted exclu- 
sively to amusements. Should a 
favourable opportunity present it- 
self, I shall avail myself of it, to 
continue my observations still far- 
ther, and say something of amuse- 
ments, whose sole object is to 
please us for the moment, and of 
others which are designed both to 
profit and to please. 

Whilst I thus cheerfully give you 
my advice, be assured that you also 
have an interest in the prayers of 
your friend and counsellor. 

BEDE. 


To the Editor of the Repertory. 


Mr. Epiror:— 

! send you the following ex- 
tract from the works of that truly 
pious minister, the Rev. John 
Fletcher, which I think well worth 
a place in the Repertory. 

A SUBSCRIBER. 


This faithful and unambitious 
clergyman, in his description of hy- 
pocrites, describes preaching hypo- 
crites to be worse than all. He 
says, “that they be those admitted of 
men, not called of God; he preaches 
Christ, but not for Christ; put me 
Saith he into the priests office, that I 
May eat a morsel of bread; he is 
perhaps a peacher of righteousness, 
but a worker of iniquity. But the 








true Christian preacher only spends 
and is speat upon Christ and his in- 
terest; he is careful not only of his 
gifts but of his grace; not only to be 
sent of men, butof God. The one 
preaches himself and for himself; 
the other preaches Christ and for 
Christ. The hypocrite is ambitious 
to show his learning, to de admired 
rather than to be useful: not so St. 
Paul, a scribe well-instructed bring- 
eth out of his own treasures, things 
new and old—he brings in learning, 
but not divine learning; his artificial 
fire hath no warmth init. But the 
Christian minister, though perhaps 
learned in Egyptian wisdom as Mo- 
ses, and in Greek literature as St. 
Paul, who quoted Aratus to the 
Athenians, .Menander to the Corin- 
thians, Epimenides to Titus, never 
uses it but as the Agar of Sarah; 
Christ crucified being his chief 
knowledge. The hypocrite uses 
divine learning to human, carnal 
ends; to get preferment or fame, to 
support opinions or parties. The 
minister of Christ handles not the 
Word of God deceitfully; but by 
manifestation of the truthe He 
glorieth not in his preaching, a ne- 
cessity being laid upon him by 
Christ. . The hypocrite chooses 
subjects 6n which he may shine and 
please:—the other, those which may 
awaken and_ edify——disclaiming, 
men-pleasing. The one shoots over 
the heads, the other aims at the 
hearts of his hearers, suiting himself 
to the meanest capacity. He puts 
on the face of zeal, without zeal; 
trying to move others, is himself un- 
moved. He cannot say with Christ, 
the zeal of thine house hath eaten 
me up. His zeal is an ignis fatuus, 
or perhaps an heathenish fire light- 
ed at Seneca’s torch—not a burning 
as well asa shining light. He may 
have some felings, but they are 
over with his sermon and prayer; 
some warmth for the Church. 

But the Christian minister hath 
more “zeal in his bosom than on his 
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tohgue,—Elijah-like, the word of 
the Lord, is a fire in his bones; his 
soul mourns in secret places for the 
sins he reproves openly. He can 
put @robatum est to what he preach- 
es; and his zeal hath a very large 
measure of Gospel love; it saves 
others, while it consumes himself. 
The hypocrite is perhaps strict in 
his rules, loose in his practice, bind- 
ing heavy burdens that toucheth not 
himself. He is like a finger post 
which shows the way, but never 
walks in it;—he promises liberty 
while he is himself the slave of sin. 
The true preacher is afraid to 
preach what he practices not; he 
lives hissermons over. As a brave 
captain, he saith, ‘follow me;’ he 
aims at Thummim as well as Urim, 
perfection as well as light. The 
one makes the way to Heaven as 
broad as he can, at least to himself. 
The other makes the way to Hea- 
ven narrower to himself than to his 
hearers; and never gives up the 
least of the word, lest his own foot 
should be pinched.” 


A NARRATIVE. 


By J. W. Cunningham. 

* ** * Tf she had married a man 
without religion, it was not because 
she for a moment undervalued it— 
but because she ignorantly imagined 
religion to be too excellent to have 
few friends, or at least N. to be too 
good not to be amongthem. Ifshe 
ever suspected him she yet charged 
his failings upon the vehemence of 
his nature and his want of opportu- 
nities. ‘Love,’ she said, with you, 
Gustavus, “is the best school of 
piety; and if I have his heart in my 
hands, can I not mould it as I will?” 

Although N. was for atime far 
too watchful of her happiness to give 
any direct wound to her feelings, 
still there is in religion or irreligion 
a kind of omnipresence, by which 
they are seen and felt in every thing 
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which their possessors say or do. 
She soon saw, therefore, that if she 
attempted to touch the string of re- 
ligion, there was within him nothing 
which answered; that whilst she 
hoped to walk as a stranger and 
pilgrim in this world, he made it his 
home; and if he did right, it was 
frequently without a motive, or from 
a false one. It was plain, also, that 
he did not love her for her piety, 
but rather winked at it; that he view- 
ed it as her weak point—as a kind 
of dead weight which her other ex- 
cellencies alone could balance. 

I need not explain to you the. 
effects of this discovery upen Caro- 
line, or her sensations, when she 
saw herself cast upon the world 
with such a guide. Of her conduct 
I must say, and my intimacy with 
both entitles me to speak confident- 
ly, that she bent every nerve to the 
task of reclaiming him; that she 
sometimes attempted to force, but 
oftener to soften a way to his heart— 
that she never forgot to be a wife, 
because he was not a Christian. 

I have said with how lofty a na- 
ture he was endowed. His hopes 
and projects were such as might be 
expected from one thus constituted, 
and did not accommodate them- 
selves to the dull realities of life. 
Shall we wonder then, that the vi- 
sions he sought continually eluded 
his grasp? This by degrees, how- 
ever, soured his disposition; and as 
the space between the opposite ex- 
tremes is seldom great, the once 
sanguine N. sat down in sullenness 
and despair. His love of Caroline 
was indeed, the last anchor which 
the storm carried away. But as he 
had not taken the ground of infidelity 
from a clear and conscientious con- 
viction that it was the best, but had 
hewn it out as a place of refuge 
from irresolution and indifference;— 
the subject of religion became intol- 
erable to him. Whenever, there- 
fore, her mild language or bright 
example pressed it upon him, he 
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felt it as a wound, and began to dis- 
like the hand which gave it. It was 
with himself that he was angry, but 
he soon vented his spleen upon her. 
One act of unkindness ever produces 
another, for “*men always hate those 
they have injured.” At the end of 
six years, therefore, when the last 
sentiment which had lent any grace 
or polish to the colossal features of 
his character was worn away, he 
stood like some shapeless relic from 
the hand of a great master—which 
we admire only for what it has been. 

About the middle of the tenth year 
of their marriage, the apathy of 
which I spoke had so completely 
fixed itself upon him, that it would 
have almost been as easy to have 
roused his statue as himself, to any 
interest in the common circumstan- 
ces of life. 

There is but one employment (I 
dare not call it amusement) to which 
such a state of mind eminently dis- 
poses men. It is said that the an- 
cient Goths, during the time of 
peace, would doze away whole years 
m the most senseless sloth, unless 
called from it to gamdle. It was 
then that their eyes again lighted up 
with savage fires, and their bosoms 
swelled with wonted fury. Thus 
engaged, they would sit till one or 
the other party had lost his property, 
his children, his arms, and even his 
person; as though they refused to 
live, except when they could butcher 
their enemies or ruin themselves. 
It is a ferocious picture of man; but 
alas! it is the portrait of N. The 
first time he took the box in his 
hand, he seemed to cast the die of 
his own fate. Having once burst 
asunder the bands of lethargy, he 
seated himself at the tables of ruin, 
and scarcely ever quitted them. 

It was one evening when N. had 
gone from home under singular 
agitation of mind, that she requested 
I would follow him to a gaming 
house, which he was known to fre- 
quent. This place was celebrated 











for the pillage of all who were not 
initiated in the crooked and mysteri- 
ous arts of those in whose hands it 
was.. As the police of Paris was at 
that time the most vigorous in the 
world, the owners of this institution 
contrived so to fortify the approach 
to it, that in cases of alarm, they 
might remove all the instruments of 
their trade before the officers enter- 
ed. By secret means, however, I 
obtained an entrance; and I opened 
the door as I should that of the re- 
gions appropriated to the wicked. 
When I entered, every one appear- 
ed to be fullofhisemployment. As 
my business was rather to see than 
to be seen, I took my station in a 
place fitted to my purpose. The 
scene which presented itself, had for 
me a kind of terrific interest which 
I cannot explain to you. When I 
contemplated the faces around me, 
I seemed to be introduced to a new 
set of passions; or to combinations of 
them more terrible than those 
which usually present themselves. 
I fancied in almost every man a 
Cethegus or a Catiline—a_ conspi- 
rator against the happiness of man- 
kind. Enthusiast as I am in liberty, 
I could have almost rejoiced, when 
all the malignant humors of the body 
politic seemed thus drawn toa point, 
to have seen the hand of authority 
forcibly cut them away. To this 
hour, many of the figures of this so- 
ciety haunt me. I saw hands which 
charity never lifted, lips that never 
prayed, knees that never bent, coun- 
tenances where, if I may so express 
it, “God had forgotten to be graci- 
ous.” The only ray of comfort 
which broke through the awful gloom 
was that which showed me that each 
one in this assembly appeared to be 
let loose against another as ferocious 
as himself. But even that vanished 
when I turned my eyes upon N.— 
Wan and emaciated, his forehead 
ridged with a thousand storms, his 
eye fixed and glaring, his manner 
sullen and desperate; he recalled to 
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my mind the first murderer, when 
driven as a fugitive from God. His 
“punishment” was even now “great- 
er than he could bear;”—but let us 
hasten, my Gustavus, from this un- 
holy ground. I found an opportu- 
nity, during the night, of painting to 
him in strong colours the terrors of 
his situation; but his answer indica- 
ted, that he had looked his ruin too 
often in the face, to be restored to 
virtue by any picture I could bring 
before him. I spoke to him of Caro- 
line; but he had, in his new business, 
acquired a horrid familiarity with the 
sufferings of others. I would have 
spoken of God—-but he stopped me, 


_ by exclaiming in his vehement man- 


ner, “Chance is the only God ofa 
gamester.” In fact, I might have 
remembered, that the gambling room 
is the temple of the Atheist. It is 
an employment in which there is a 
constant appeal to some power with- 
out ourselves—that power which 
presents one side of the die, and 
hides another. Men call this 
“chance” and are they not Atheists? 

But let me finish this melancholy 
story. N. after his last speech, ab- 
ruptly left me, resumed his occupa- 
tion, and seemed to pursue it with 
even amore entire devotion of mind 
than before. When I reflected that 
every step he took in his present em- 
ployment brought him so much 
nearer his ruin, I almost ceased to 
wonder that some philosophers 
should have called in the doctrine of 
fatalism to explain the fatuity of hu- 
man conduct. They reasonably 
doubted whether man could become 
so emphatically his own enemy, and 
therefore conceived a sort of iron 
hand which lashed him on to destruc- 
tion. There was also something of 
that expression in the face of N. 
which might have been expected in 
the victim of such a destiny. The 
alternations of loss and gain seemed 


no longer to affect him; he received 


the last as a loan which he was im- 
mediately to restore, and the first 
Vot. 8.....N0Q. lL—4 








as his settled and natural inheri- 
tance 

I sat watching him for some time; 
but, as I knew there was nothing his 
high spirit could less endure than to 
see a spy placed upon his move- 
ments, I quitted the room and re- 
turned to Madame de N. 

Her frame of body was such that 
it was likely to give way before evils 
under which the mind might have 
stood. It was indeed one of those 
nervous systems which appear to 
feel and to bleed at every point in 
which misfortune touches them. 
Knowing this, I had long feared the 
effects of his sorrows upon her; and 
therefore had always thought myself 
justified in showing them to her in 
the least formidable aspect which 
they wore. 

Unfortunately I pursued the same 
line of conduct in recording the 
events of this evening. Had I done 
otherwise, I should have better pre- 
pared her for that spectacle of hor- 
ror, to which she was now to be 
brought at once and without prepa- 
ration. I was soon obliged to leave 
her. 

Some hours after midnight N. re- 
turned to his house. As usual he 
hurried to his apartment, and barred 
his door against that bosom on which 
he might profitably have rested all 
his cares. Caroline heard his door 
close, and although she felt the cruel- 
ty and the desperation of that sorrow 
which refuses to communicate itself, 
she little thought that he had now 
shut himself from her and from the 
world for ever. 

After I quitted him, the good for- 
tune or the knavery of his associates 
had put the last stroke to his undo- 
ing; and the lofty N. was now a beg- 
gar. Pride sometimes supports men 
under an honourable poverty, but no 
one is proud of the desolation which 
his own haiid has made. N. felt all 
the agonies of a wounded spirit, 
when he saw in himself the execu- 
tioner, as it were, of his own wound- 











ed dignity and happiness. In the 
solitude of his chamber he was able 
to measure his calamities on every 
side. It was here, that, with every 
thing except God shut out, he 
found the eye of God too strong for 
him; and resolved, in order to escape 
the certain evils of his present state, 
to rush upon what (according to his 
own creed) were the tremendous 
uncertainties of another. 

He determined upon making the 
awful experiment whether there was 
any hell worse than the bosom of a 
gamester. In litthe more than an 
hour the watchful Caroline heard the 
report of a pistol inhisroom. Wild 
with fear, she rushed to his door. 
It gave way, and she reached him 
just soon enough to mark those 
last struggles and convulsions with 
which the soul tears itself from the 


body. In the fixed contemplation of 


this awful spectacle she lost her 
reason. When I was sent for, I 
found, indeed, that they, had forcibly 
separated her from the corpse; but 
that the bleeding image seemed to 
haunt her every where. She did not, 
for along time, notice me; and at 
last threw on me only that vacant 
gaze which indicates that the imagi- 
nation and the memory are too busy 
to let the senses do their duty. By 
degrees, however, the violence of her 
disorder subsided, but her complete 
recovery was for a long time doubt- 
ful. Madness often delights in some 
particular position or action; and the 
disordered mind will mischievously 
act over again those scenes in which 
its frenzy originated. I have watch- 
ed her sit fur hours, with her hand 
projected before her face, in the at- 
titude of intense expectation. In 
this situation, if she heard the slight- 
est noise, she would shriek aloud, 
“A pistol!”—and rush towards the 
sound. Even now, if she sees the 
mountain sportsman, with his gun, 
pursuing the wild chamois amidst 
the rocks of St. Foy, she will hasten 
to her room—as if afraid to trust the 
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slight thread by which reason is held. 
God, however, preserves that reason 
to her, and she will use it, Gusta- 
vus, to give Emily to none but a 
Christian.” 


INTERESTING ANECDOTE. 

A lady in Bisiol, (Eng.) deeply 
impressed with the Importance of 
the Bible Society, determined to 
make personal application in its be- 
half to an elderly gentleman of her 
acquaintance, who possessed much 
wealth but never contributed to ob- 
jects of this nature. She was told 
by her friends it would be in vain, 
but this’ did not shake her resolu- 
tion. She called and presented the 
case, exhibiting all the documents 
calculated to promote her object. 
They produced noimpression. She 
then reasoned with him, but without 
effect. At length she asked him the 
question, “Have you a Bible, Sir?’’ 
“Yes,” “What would induce you to 
part with it??? “I would not part 
with it on any consideration.” ‘Sir,”’ 
said she, “there are thousands in this 
land who are destitute of that which 
you profess to prize so highly. A 
trifling portion of your property 
would supply a fellow-creature with 
the book which you would not part 
with on any consideration.” This 
appeal produced the desired effect. 
The gentleman however concealed 
his feelings, and simply asked, with 
an air of indifference, ““What do you 
think I ought to give?”? Supposing 
that he was balancing between a 
small sum and an absolute refusal, 
she replied, **We receive any sum, 
Sir, however small.”” He then went 
to his bureau, took a bag of guineas 
and began very deliberately to count 
them upon the table—one, two, 
three, four, andsoon. After he had 
proceeded some time in this way, the 
lady, presuming that he had forgot- 
ten the subject on which she came, 
and was engaged in other business, 
ventured to interrupt him with the 
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remark that her time was precious, 
and that if he did not intend to give, 
she begged to be informed, that she 
might solicit elsewhere. ‘Have pa- 
tience for a few minutes,” he re- 
plied, and proceeded, till he had 
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counted seventy-three guineas. 
“There, madam,” said he, *There 
is one guinea for every year that I 
have lived, take that for the Buble 
Society.”—.V. Y. Ods. 





For the Repertory. 


Mr. Eprrér:— 


I send you the following, taken from the best documents at hand, 
showing the number ordained deacons, in the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States, from Aug. 1, 1825, to Aug. 1, 1826. 


Aug. 21, by Bp. Moore, of Va., 

Sep. 6, 5, 5, Brownell of Ct., 

Oct. 16, ,, 5, Ravenscroft, of N. C., 
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Mr. William Lee, of D. C. 
Joseph T. Clark, of Vt. 
James H, Otey. 

Joseph R. Youngs. 
Jobn B. Clemson, of Pa. 
Caleb I. Good, of Pa. 
David C. Page. 
Greenbury W. Ridgely, of Ky: 
Thompson Brooke, of Md. 
John Thomas Wheat, of D.C. 
William D. Cairnes, of N. Y. 
William L. Marshall, of Ky. 
William Jones, of Va. 
John Davis, of N C. 
James Word, (col’d) of Pa, | 
John McCarty. 
Joshua L. Harrison. 
John A. Stone. 
J. W. Cloud. 
Richard Peck. 
Samuel Seabury. 
John A. Clark. 
John W. Webber. 
John Bristed. 

Wiley. 

Smith Pyne. 

Edward Davis. 

William R. Bowman. 

Southerland Douglas, of N Y. 

Benjamin C. C. Parker, of Ms. 

Matthias Harris, of Md. 

C. P. Bronson, 

William Sparrow, of Ohio. 

Gideon McMillin, of Ohio. 

Eleazer M. P. Wells. 

Thomas W. Coit. 

John Grammer, of Va. 

Benjamin O. Piers, of Md. 

Henry Aisquith, of Md. 

Leonard H. Johns, of D. C. 





From this statement, it will appear, if I am correct, that forty have 
been ordained Deacons, during the past year:—one in August, one In 


September, six in October, two in November, 
in January, six in April, six in May, five in June, and four in July. 


seven in December, two 
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these, ten were ordained by Bishop Moore, nine by Bishop Hobart, seven 
by Bishop White, four by Bishop Griswold, and four by Bishop Brow- 
nell, three by Bishop Chase, two by Bishop Ravenscroft, one by Bi- 
shop Kemp, and none by Bishop Croes or Bowen. Three are from 
the District of Columbia, five from Maryland, two from Virginia, two 
from Kentucky, three from Ohio—from other states I have no means 


of ascertaining the number. 


It is also worthy of notice, that eleven of this number were members 
of the Theological School of Virginia, at Alexandria, D. C. 

‘Cie number ordained this year past, is encouraging—yét it is but a 
few loaves among so many. Should as many be ordained in our 
Church annually, for ten years to come, the wants of the Church will 
not then be supplied. But may those who have this year gone forth, 
be like leaven to leaven the whole lump where they go. A. E. 





At the late celebration in New York, the 
Corporation provided a splendid din- 
ner. The Rt- Rev. Bishop Hobart 
was one of the guests, and being soli- 
cited by the Mayor to ask a blessing, 
the Rev. Prelate addressed himself to 
his Divine Master in the following 
terms:— 

“Almighty God, we adore thee as 
the Dispenser of all good, and the 
Ruler of the Universe; and we mag- 
nify thy name for the exalted privi- 
lezes with which thou hast distin- 
guished us among the nations of the 
earth. At thy command, a stated 
revolution of time was consecrated 
as the judilce of liberty, by thy peo- 
ple of old. Accept, we beseech 
thee, the homage which, on this day, 
that completes the fiftieth year of 
our independence as a nation, as- 
cends from the hearts and voices of 
the millions of freemen who enjoy 
this fair land, and this goodly herrit- 
age which thou hast bestowed. Un- 
der thy guardian Providence, thou 
Lord of Hosts, have we advanced 
with unparalleled rapidity in the ca- 
reer of glory, prosperity, and hap- 
piness, fostered by those free insti- 
tutions which were planned by the 
wisdom and won by the valour of 
our fathers, some of whom still lin- 
ger among us, full of years and full 
of honours, blessed with our grate- 
ful recollections. Let the lively de- 
monstrations of joy which mark this 
day as the judilee of the people, be 








chastened with holy dignity and so- 
briety, and accompanied with sub- 
mission to thy laws; so that thy 
favour may be continued, and the 
inestimable blessings of civil and re- 
ligious freedom perpetuated to the 
latest generations. Grant especial- 
ly, we beseech thee, that by thy 
providence and grace#We may all 
be fitted for uniting when the revolu- 
tions of time have ceased, in that 
spiritual jubilee, which through the 
ages of eternity will be celebrated by 
the redeemed of mankind, restored 
by thy favour from the bondage of 
error and sin, into the glorious liber- 
ty of the sons of God. On this day, 
when we commemorate the great 
event which proved to the world 
that a nation who widls it, guided 
and fortified by Thee, shall be free, 
we forget not the oppressed of our 
race in other lands—and we implore 
Thee, Father of all men, in thy 
good time, to send them deliver- 
ance. 

Bless now to our moderate use 
and thankful enjoyment, the boun- 
ties of thy hand, which filleth all 
things with good, and mercifully 
pardon and accept us, through the 
merits of Jesus Christ, thy Son, 
our Saviour.” : 





God hears the heart, though with- 
out words; but he never hears words 
without the heart. 
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BP. RAVENSCROFT’S CHARGE. 


.1t the close of the recent Convention of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in North 
Carolina, the Bishop of the Diocess de- 
livered the following 


CHARGE: 


My brethren of the Clergy and 
Laity:—The important interests to 
which your attention has been di- 
rected during the session of this 
Convention, are calculated to en- 
gage the most earnest endeavours, 
that the counsels agreed upon for 
the advancement of the Church, and 
the kingdom of the Redeemer, 
should be successful. But to this 
end, it is not only necessary that the 
measures directed by this body 
should be correct in principle, and 
required by the interests of the 
Church, but practically attainable, 
also by the reasonable ability of the 
members. That such is the clarac- 
ter of the resolutions you have now 
come to, must be evident to all who 
consider the magnitude of the ob- 


jects to be attained, with the means 


which are at the reasenabje dispo- 
sal of the representatives of the 
Church. 

Past experience, however, teaches 
us, that neither the necessity nor the 
advantage of a particular measure, 
nor yet the ability to carry it into 
effect, are in themselves sufficient to 
ensure general co-operation. The 
Convention of the church, though 
the proper representative of the par- 
ticular congregations comprising it, 
and in fact a legislative body; yet, as 
it is cloathed with no coercive pow- 
er, is liable to find its best devised 
and best intended measures, para- 
lized, if not altogether defeated, by 
the negligence or indifference of its 
constituents. 

That this every way indefensible, 
and, if much longer continued, most 
ruinous state of insubordination to 
the fundamental principle of all 
regularly associated bodies, is in our 
particular case, my brethren, the 
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consequence of inconsideration in 
some, and want of proper information 
in others, I am well persuaded, and 
am, therefore, induced to give my 
annual charge to the diocess such a 
direction as may tend to obviate this 
evil, by laying before the members 
of the Church such a plain, yet con- 
cise view of the popular nature of our 
frame of ecclesiastical government, 
as shall tend to engage and secure 
the ready concurrence and co-opera- 
tion of all our members in favour of 
the measures agreed upon, either 
for particular or general goods by the 
regularly elected representatives of 
the particular congregations and of 
the Diocess at large. 

The first delegation of power and 
authority by the members individual- 
ly, is that committed to the vestries 
of each particular congregation. 
These are bodies of men, varying in 
number according to the constitution 
of particular Dioceses, but most 
commonly limited to twelve, annual- 


ly chosen by a majority of the votes 


of each particular congregation, and 
form, as it were, the legislative coun- 
cil of the parish or congregation by 
which they are elected. To the 
vestries it appertains to direct and 
transact the secular concerns of the 
congregation; to assess and collect 
the pecuniary contributions required 


|ofthe members, to appoint the dele- 


gates to the diocesan conventions, 
to elect the Church wardens out of 
their own body; and to act as coun- 
sellors and assessors with their cler- 
gyman, if required in cases of disci- 
pline, and other matters of common 
concern. ‘They are also required to 
keep a regular record of the mem- 
bers of the congregation, of the mar- 
riages, baptisms and burials, in the 
parish or congregation, and to enter 
a statement of their proceedings at 
every meeting. 

To the Church wardens it more 
especially belongs, to take care of 
the Church buildings; of the com- 
munion plate, books and vestments 
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to provide the elements for the holy 
communion, at the common ex- 
pense; to maintain order and deco- 
rum during public worship; and to 
regulate the necessary provision for 
the poor of the parish. It is their 
duty also, in the absence, or at the 
desire of the minister, to preside ac- 
cording to seniority of appointment, 
at all meetings of the vestry; to di 

rect the entries to be made by the 
secretary according to the determi- 
nation of the majority, to sign the 
proceedings of each meeting, and to 
certify all extracts from the records, 
particularly all certificates of dele- 
cation to the diocesan conventions. 

- From this brief view of the ap- 
pointment and purpose of vestries, it 
must be evident, I think, that pro- 
vision is made for the administration 
of parochial affairs upon the most po- 
pular model compatible with order 
and effect. The vestrymen being 
themselves members of the congre- 
gation, must be intimately acquaint- 
ed with the condition and circum- 
stances of their constituents; and as 
they must themselves be affected, in 
a proportional degree, by the re- 
solves of the vestry, every security 
is obtained that nothing like oppres- 
sion or injustice towards the rest of 
the members will be attempted. But 
even if such a case should occur, the 
congregation retains the remedy in 
their own hands, in the annual eiec- 
tions. 

The next delegation of power and | 
authority from the members of the 
Church, is that which is exercised, 
mediately, through the vestries, in 
the appointment of lay delegates to 
the diocesan conventions. 

These bodies are to the Dioceses 
at large, what the particular vestries 
are to the several congregations com- 
posing them. ‘The only difference 
between them being that which arises 
from the charge and management of 
general and particular interests, and 
the consequently superior impor- 
tance of their determinations. 








To the diocesan conventions, and 
of course to this body as such, it ap- 
pertains to consult and provide for 
the general interests of the Diocess; 
to enact, amend, or repeal, canons, 
or laws ecclesiastical, for the regu- 
lation of the members at large; to 
clect the Bishop; to appoint the 
standing committee, or council of 
advice for the Bishop; to choose the 
clerical and lay delegates to repre- 
sent the Diocess in the trienial con- 
ventions of the general Church in 
these United States; and to assess 
and regulate the pecuniary contribu- 
tions which are required for the 
general interests. And as the par- 
ticular vestries are the organs 
through which the enactments of the 
diocesan conventions are carried in- 
to effect, so are the diocesan con- 
ventions also the organs whereby the 
general convention fulfils its still 
higher and more comprehensive du- 
ties. Through these, as links in the 
chain, the frame of our ecclesiastical 
government is compacted together 
by joints and bands which are es- 
sentially popular. It is based upon 
the will of the majority of the mem- 
bers, personally exercised, in the 
immediate election of the vestries, 
and it returns to them again in the 
annual control which they retain 
over those elections; and that they 
may act with judgment on their 
affairs, provision is made for their 
full information, by the public man- 
ner in which the conventions hold 
their sessions, and by the general 
dissemination of the annual journal 
of their proceedings. 

With a frame of ecclesiastical 
government as directly assimilated 
to, and equally congenial with the 
civil institutions of our country as 
that of any other known religious de- 
nomination in it, Episcopalians may 
surely be permitted to express their 
sorrow, that so persevering an effort 
should have been made to impress 
upon the public mind the false and 
unfounded persuasion, that the prin- 
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ciples of their government, and the 
tenets of their religious belief, are 
alike hostile to the free and happy 
institutions of this favoured land; and 
to indulge the hope, that both those 
who circulate, and those who receive, 
so injurious and uncharitable a mis- 
representation, will at least take the 
pains to be more truly informed. 
As, however, this remaindér of a 
most- unhappy prejudice has been 
widely spread and long entertained, 
I feel it due to the interests com- 
mitted to me, to show farther that in 
the administration of the frame of 
government adopted by the Protes- 
tant Episcopal Church in these Uni- 
ted States, nothing contrary to the 
will of the individual members of the 
Church, expressed by a majority of 
their representatives, can be forced 
upon them. Every Bishop is elected 
by the votes of the clergy and laity 
of the Diocess assembled in conven- 
tion; every pastor of a particular 
parish or congregation, is called to 
the charge by the vestry of the parish; 
and the vestry being elected by the 
members themselves, every precau- 
tion is taken, that as the whole is in- 
stituted for the common benefit, com- 
mon consent shall be the basis from 
which all necessary power and au- 
thority to administer the system with 
advantage and effect, shall spring. 
Nothing despotic, nothing unregu- 
lated by laws, passed by the repre- 
sentatives of the members of the 
Church, is admitted in the constitu- 
tion of the Protestant Ep. Church. 
Even the Bishop is only an execu- 
tive officer, restrained and directed 
by express canons in the exercise of 
the authority committed to him.— 
The only absolute power possessed 
by him being that of a negative na- 
ture, and this confined to matters 
purely conscientious, such as the re- 
fusal to admit a candidate for ordi- 
nation, although recommended by 
the examiners, as, in their judgment, 
qualified to receive orders, and ca- 
ses of a like nature. A Bishop can 
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neither suspend, displace, nor de- 
grade a clergyman, otherwise than 
as the canons direct. Nor can a 
clergyman exercise the discipline of 
the Church upon a communicant, 
except according to the rubricks and 
canons, and ultimately liable to the 
decision of the Bishop, to whom, in 
every such case, an appeal lies. 
Every security being thus taken 
against the oppressive exercise of 
the authority confided to the different 
officers who are appointed to admin- 
ister its affairs, and no authority be- 
ing conferred but what is absolutely 
necessary for the edification of the 
body, it should surely be a prevailing 
argument with Episcopalians, to re- 
spect and support their ecclesiastical 
constitution, by the observance ofall 
the duties it imposes upon them. 
And first, they owe to their own 
interest, to the credit and welfare of 
the Church, and to the advancement 
of true religion, a conscientious per- 
formance of their right and duty in 
the election of the members of the 
vestry. On this every thing may be 
said to depend, because to the ves- 
tries all subsequent measures for the 
year are referred. And not only is 
it a conscientious duty, that every 
member of the Church should per- 
sonally attend on the annual election 
day, but that he should vote also for 
those persons who, for their piety, 
their standing in public estimation, 
and other qualifications combined, 
give the best assurance of a faithful 
and profitable performance of the 
trust committed to them. In elect- 
ing these men, respect should be had 
in the first place, to their standing as 
Christians; a Christian body should 
surely be represented by Christians. 
In truth, it is desirable, that in every 
case the representatives of the 
Church should be communicants. 
But as this, unhappily, is not in all 
cases possible, it is therefore not 
insisted upon, nor is any particular 
congregation, or the Churchat large, 
debarred, by any regulation, from 
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the services of those friendly laymen, 
whose orderly lives, and respect for 
religion, encourage the happy hope 
that they are not far from the king- 
dom of God. 

Secondly, they owe it to con- 
science and to consistency, to obey 
the regulations, and carry into effect 
the lawful resolutions and enactments 
of their representatives. As the 
members of a particular Church are 
morally bound by the acts of their 
vestry; so are all the congregations 
in a Diocess, equally bound by the 
acts of their convention; and all the 
conventions of this country by the 
acts of the General Convention of 
this Church. And the ground of 
this obligation is plain and obvious. 
As the individual members are 
bound by every principle of right 
reason to perform the duties and ful- 
fil the engagements, growing out of 
the lawful acts of their immediate 
representatives; so are these also, in 
the same manner, equally bound by 
the lawful acts of their immediate re- 
presentatives, up to the highest ju- 
dicatory known to the Church. 

l’rom this very brief but just state- 
ment of the popular principle upon 
which the frame of our ecclesiastical 
governmentis founded, the members 
of the Church in this Diocess, I trust 
will be induced to pay more atten- 
tion to the election of their immedi- 
ate representatives, and feel that the 
carelessness and indifference, too 
frequently manifested as to this duty, 
is in fact, a surrender at once of pri- 
vate and public obligation, and a 
mark of great laxity of principle, both 
as Churchmen and Christians. 

As an additional and very power- 
ful reason to give to the whole of this 
subject the serious consideration its 
real importance demands, I would 
remark, that as the whole power 
possessed by the administrative bo- 
dies of the Church is of a mora! na- 
ture, and dependant for its effect on 
the influence of this principle over 
the members, all unnecessary neg- 








lect of the personal duties conse- 
quenton the right of election by them, 
of the relative duty of representa- 
tives, with all refusal to carry into 
effect the decisions of the vestries 
and conventions, is so far, very con- 
clusive proof of the weakness of the 
moral principle, of indifference to the 
interests of religion, and of disregard 
for the only just and safe ground on 
which either civil or religious liberty 
can be maintained, viz: submission 
to the will of the majority, constitu- 
tionally declared. 

Let not, then, the Church of which 
we are happily members, have to 
take up the reproach of her great 
founder and head, as expressed by 
the propnetIsaiah: ‘I have nourish- 
ed and brought up children, and they 
have rebelled against me.” Our 
nursing mother appeals to us for 
support; lect us not. prove ourselves 
unnatural children by devouring the 
breasts which we have sucked and 
refusing the support and defence 
which our spiritual parent requires in 
the day of her need. She has given 
all to her children; she has reserved 
nothing for herself, but the comfort 
and consolation which springs from 
unfeigned love and devoted attach- 
ment in them; grounded on the irre- 
fragable testimony of heaven and 
earth united in favour of her divine 
origin and saving purpose, as held 
and maintained by the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in these United 
States. 





Law of Henry V. against reading tie 
Scriptures.—In the reign of Henry V. 
against the perusal of the Scriptures in 
English, it is enacted, “That whosoever 
they were that should read the Scrip- 
tures in the mother tongue, they should 
forfeit land, cattle, lif, and godes from 
their heyres for ever, and so be con- 
demned for heretykes to God, enemies 
to the crowne, and most arrant traytoures 
to the whole land.”» What a revolution 
in public opinion has now taken place, 
when the translations in all tongues are 
so industriously multiplied! 
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POETRY. 


‘We intended to have given this 
rich poetic tract to our readers be- 
fore; but, for want of room, it was 
omitted. Lest there should be any 
of our readers who may not have 
seen it, we insert it now. It ap- 
peared in the Boston Recorder and 
Telegraph, under the signature of 
“Roy.” 


THE SACRIFICE OF ABRAHAM. 


Morn breaketh in the East. The purple 
clouds 

Are putting on their gold and violet, 

To look the meeter for the sun’s bright 
coming; 

Sleep is upon the waters and the wind; 

And nature, from the wary forest-leaf 

To her majestic master sleeps. As yet 

There is no mist upon the deep blue 
sky, 

And the clear dew is on the blushing 
blossoms 

Of crimson roses in a holy rest. 

How hallowed is the hour of morning! 
meet, 

Ay—beautifully meet, for the pure 
prayer. 


The patriarch standeth at his tented 
door; 

With his white locks uncover’d. ’Tis 
his wont 

To gaze upon the gorgeous Orient; 

And at that hour the awful majesty 

Of man who talketh often with his God, 


Is wont to come again and clothe his | 


brow 
As at his fourscore strength. But now, 
he seemeth 
To be forgetful of his vigorous frame, 
And boweth to his staff as at the hour 
Of noontide sultriness. And that bright 
sun— 
He looketh at its pencill’d messengers 
Coming in golden raiment, as if all 
Were but a graven scroll of fearfulness: 
Ah, he is waiting till it herald in 
The hour to sacrifice his much loved 
son! 


Light poureth onthe world. And Sarah 
stands 

Watching the steps of Abraham and her 
child 

Along the dewy sides of the far hills, 

And praying that her sunny boy faint 
not— 

Vok, 8....4.N0. LS. 








Would she have watch’d their path so 
silently, 

If she had known that he was going up, 

E’en in his fair hair’d beauty, to be slain 

As a white lamb for sacrifice? They 
trod 

Together onward, patriarch and child— 

The bright sun throwing back the old 
man’s shade 

In straight and fair proportions, as of 


one 

Whose years were freshly number’d. 
He stood up 

Even in his vigorous strength, and like 
a tree 


Rooted in Lebanon, his frame bent nof; 

His thin white hairs had yielded to the 
wind, 

And left his brow uncover’d; and his 
face, 

Impress’d with the stern majesty of grief 

Nerved to a solemn duty, now stood 
forth 

Like a rent rock, submissive, yet sub- 
lime. 

But the young boy—he of the laughing 


eye 
And ruby lip—the pride of life was on 


him, ” 
He seemed to drink the morning. Sun 
and dew 


And the Aroma of the spicy trees, 

And all that giveth the delicious Fast 

Its fitness for an Eden, stole like light 

Into his spirit, ravishing his thoughts 

With love and beauty.—Every thing he 

met, 

Buoyant or beautiful, the lightest wing 

Of bird or insect, or the palest dye 

Of the fresh flowers, won him from his 
‘ ath, 

And capaunly broke forth his tiny shout 

As he flung back his silken hair, and 


sprung ; 
Away to some green spot, or clustering 
vine, 

To pluck his infant trophies. Every 
tree : 
And fragrant shrub was a new hiding 

lace 
And he would couch till the old man 
came by— va 
Then bound before him with his childish 
laugh, 


Stealing a look behind him playfully, 

To see if he had made his father smile. 

The sun rode on in heaven. The dew 
stole up 

From the fresh daughters of the earth, 
and heat E 

Came like a sleep upon the delicate 
leaves, 
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And bent them with the blossoms to 
their dreams. 

Still trod the patriarch on with that same 
step, 

Firm and unfaltering, turning not aside 

To seek the olive shades, or lave their 
lips 

In the sweet waters of the Syrian wells, 

Whose gush hath so much music. Weari- 
ness 

Stole onthe gentle boy, and he forgot 

To toss his sunny hair from off his brow, 

And spring for the fresh flowers and light 
wings 

As in the early morning; but he kept 

Close by his father’s side, and bent his 
head 

Upon his bosom like a drooping bud, 

Lifting it not save now and then to steal 

A look up to the face whose sternness 
awed 

His childishness to silence. 


It was noon— 

And Abraham on Moriah bow’d himself, 

And buried up his face, and pray’d for 
strength. 

He could not look upon his son and pray, 

But with his hand upon the clustering 
curls . 

Of the fair kneeling boy, he pray’d that 
God 

Would nerve him for that hour. Oh 
man was made 

For the stern conflict. In a mother’s 
love 

There is much tenderness; the thousand 
cords 

Woven with every fibre of her heart, 

Complain, like delicate harp-strings at a 
breath; 

But love in man is one deep principle, 

Which like a root grown in a rifted rock, 

Abides the tempest. He rose up, and 
laid 

The wood upon the altar. All was done. 

He stood a moment—and a deep quick 
flush 

Pass’d o’er his countenance; and then he 
nerv’d 

His spirit with a bitter strength, and 
spoke-- 

“Isaac! my only son”’—The boy look’d 


up, 
And Abraham turned his face away, and 
wept. 
Where is the lamb, my father?””—oh the 
tones, 
The sweet, the thrilling music of a child!- 
How it doth agonize at such an hour!— 
It ~~ a last deep struggle—Abraham 
e 








His loved, his beautiful, his only son, 

And lifted up his arm, and call’d on God- 

And lo! God’s Angel staid him—and he 
fell 

Upon his face and wept. 


a 
——— 


Selected for the Repertory. 
THE DEATH OF THE RIGHTEOUS 


BY MONTGOMERY, 


This place is holy ground; 
World, with thy cares, away! 

Silence and darkness reign around, 
But lo! the break of day; 

What bright and sudden dawn appears, 
To shine upon the scene of tears! 


’Tis not the morning light, 
That wakes the lark to sing; 
*Tis not a meteor of the night, 
Nor track of angel’s wing; 
It is an uncreated beam, 
Like that which shone on Jacob’s 
dream. 


Eternity and Time 
Met for a moment here; 

From earth to heaven a scale sublime 
Rested on either sphere, 

Whose steps a saintly figure trod, 
By death’s cold hand led home to God. 


He landed in our view, 
Midst flaming hosts above; 

Whose ranks stood silent, while he drew 
Nigh to the throne of love, 

And meekly took the lowest seat, 
Yet nearest his Redeemer’s feet. 


Thrill’d with ecstatic awe, 
Entranced our spirits fell, 

And saw—yet wist not what they saw, 
And heard—-no tongue can tell, 

What sounds the ears of rapture caught, 
What glory fill’d the eye of thought. 


Thus far above the pole, 
On wings of mountain fire, 

Faith may pursue the enfranchis’d soul; 
But soon her pinions tire; 

It is not given to mortal man 
Eternal mysteries to scan. 


Behold the bed of death; 
This pale and lonely clay. 

Heard ye the sob of parting breath? 
Mark'd ye the eye’s last ray? 

No! Life so sweetly ceas’d to be, 
It laps’d in immortality. 
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Could tears revive the Dead, 
Rivers should swell our eyes; 

Could sighs recall the spirit fled, 
We would not quench our sighs, 

Till love return’d this alter’d mien, 





And the embodied soul were seen. 
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Bury the dead; and weep 
In stillness o’er the loss; 

Bury the dead; in Christ they sleep, 
Who love on earth his cross. é 
And from the grave their dust shall rise, 

In his own image to the skies. 
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Hitevary and Philosophical Xntelligence. 


New Publications. 
Practical and internal Evidence against | 
Catholicism, with occasional strictures on | 
Mr. Butler’s Book of the Roman Catho- 
lic Church: in six Letters, addressed to 
the impartial among the Roman Catho- 
lics of Great Britain and Ireland. By the 
Rev. Joseph Blanco White, M.A. B.D. 
in the University of Seville; Licentiate of 
Divinity in the University of Osuna; for- 
merly Chaplain Magistral (Preacher) to 
the King of Spain, in the Royal Chapel 
at Seville; Fellow, and once Rector, of 
the College of St. Mary a Jesu of the 
same town; Synodal Examiner of the Di- 
ocess of Cadiz; Member of the Royal A- 
cademy of Belles-Lettres, of Seville, &c. 
&c.; now a Clergyman of the Church of 
England; Author of Doblado’s Letters 
from Spain. First American edition.— 
Georgetown, D.C. James C. Dunn.— 
12mo. pp. 315. $1. 
A Sketch of the internal condition of | 
the United States of America, and of 
their political relations with Europe. | 
By a Russian. Translated from the’ 
French, by an American. With notes. | 
Baltimore: J. Coale- 8vo. pp. 163. 
American Family Physician, detailing | 
important means of preserving Health, | 
from infancy to old age; the offices wo-. 
men should perform to each other at 
Births, and the diseases peculiar to the 
sex: also those of children and adults. 
With an Appendix, containing Hints 
respecting the treatment of domestic 
animals. By Th. Ewell, M. D. Member | 
of the Philadelphia Medical Society; 
formerly Surgeon of the Navy Yards at 
New York and City of Washington; and 
author of the works entitled Discourses 
on Chemistry, Letters to Ladies, &c. 








Second Edition improved. Georgetown, | 


D. C. James Thomas, 8vo. pp. 503. $3 


Another volume of Lyric Poems by 
William B. Tappan, is preparing for the 
press, and will probably be issued in 
September next. 








Total Eclipse of the Sun.—On the 14th 
February, 1831, at-10 o’clock, 54 min- 
utes, A. M., there will appear a black 
spot on the south limb of the sun, which 
will gradually increase to the middle of 
the eclipse. The whole duration will be 
2h. 42m. [Troy Sentinel. 


From the Missionary Herald of June, we 
extract the following notices of Chi- 
nese Literature, taken from the Chi 
nese Miscellany, lately published in 
London, by the Rev. Dr. Morrison. 
The Literature of China consists, _ 

1. Of the writings or compilations 
of the moral philosophers of the age of 
Confucius, who lived 500 years before 
Christ; with notes, commentaries, and 
paraphrases of the original text, and 
with controversies concerning its genu- 
ineness, and concerning the order of 
particular words and phrases, or the 
meaning of obscure passages. Dr. Mor- 
rison characterizes these writings as con- 
taining a system of personal, domestic, 
and political moralities, which had their 
origin in pride, or love of fame, or views 
of present expediency; excepting a few 
passages in the most ancient part of the 
Wooking, or Five Sacred Books of Con- 
fucius, which apparently retain some of 
the knowledge that Noah must have 
communicated to his children. “The 
sanctions of an Eternal and Almighty 
God,” says Dr. M “arrayed with every 
natural and moral perfection, wise and 
good, just and merciful, and the fears 
and hopes of immortality, and the grace 
of a Saviour; are wholly wanting in these 
ancient Chinese works.” 

2. Histories of China constitute a vo- 
luminous portion of their literature; es- 
pecially the history of their wars with 
the Huns and Tartars. The style in 
which these are composed, is generally 
grave, and remarks are interspersed on 
the persons and events, which pass in 
review. Occasionally an attempt 1s 
made te trace effects to the causes sup- 
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posed to operate in the Dual System of 
the Universe, which they have gratuit- 
ously assumed as true, and by which 
they imagine both the physical and 
moral world is influenced.* The Chi- 
nese place their deluge about 2,200 be- 
fore €hrist. Their antediluvian tradi- 
tions they carry back no farther than 
5,200 B. C 

3. Historical névels are much read in 
China; as are also those novels which 
describe the character and manners of 
private and domestic life. Licentious 
novels are prohibited by law, yet they 
abound; hence, there are fathers in Chi- 
na, who disallow all novelreading. Ko- 
mance is very little demanded by the 
public taste. 

4. The Chinese press produces also 
dramatic works; but like the novels, they 
are usually published under fictitious 
hames, neither being considered res- 
pectable departments of literature. 

5. Chinese poetry is chiefly in short 
compositions, expressive of tender or 
mournful feelings, or descriptive of ru- 
ral scenery. Their popular songs and 
many of their dramatic poems are set to 
music. They have, it is believed, no- 
thing that can be called Epic poetry. 
The most ancient of their poetical com- 
positions are a collection of popular 
songs, made at the request of govern- 
ment, in order to ascertain the popular 
feeling, which the Chinese monarchs 
have generally thought it right to con- 
sult. Candidates for government offices 
are examined in the composition of ver- 
ses, on the ground that poetry leads to 
an acquaintance with the passions and 
principles of human nature: The trien- 
nial odes composed at the public exami- 
nations, which obtain the prize of a cer- 
tain rank and eligibility to office, are 
usually published; and these, with prize 
essays written from themes extracted 
from the ancient books, are almost the 
only new publications in China, at the 
present day. The existing literati of 
China, are either Candidates for office 
going through the prescribed routine of 
studies, or laborious compilers of the 


* This system of Materialism is des- 
cribed by Dr. Morrison, doubtless with 
all the perspicuity of which an explana- 
tion of it is susceptible. The system, 
however, is of such a nature, as not to 
be very intelligible. Every thing is re- 


ferred to Motion and Rest, as the two 
first principles of nature. Hence, it is 
termed the Dual System.—Ed. 


sayings of others. Some Chinese ladies 
have been proficients in the literature of 
the empire, and in an educated family, 
the writing of verses from a theme given 
at the moment, by one of the party, is 
frequently practised as an amusing trial 
of skill. 

6. Another class of literary composi- 
tions is found in the appeals or remon- 
strances of public officers—in the opin- 
ions of philosophers--the disputes of 
controversialists, &c. 

7. There are also very imperfect 
works on geography, and minute, exact, 
voluminous topographical works, mark- 
ing every tomb and temple, hill and 
dale, 

8. Medical books, containing the the- 
ory and practice of the art, are abundant 
in China. They have great confidence 
in the theory of the dual powers, which 
is introduced into this department of 








science and literature; and rely much on 
the recorded recipes of eminent practi- 
' tioners. 

In works on medicine, the best noti- 
ces of natural history, whether belong- 
ing to the animal, mineral or vegetable 
kingdoms, are contained. In the medical 
works of China, are to be found the 
doctrine of the circulation of the blood 
round the human system; the use of 
Glauber’s salts, and of mercury, in ordi- 
nary practice; the last named of which 
drugs has now, however, fallen into dis- 
repute. The theory of the pulse is, in 
China, carried by practitioners to a de- 
gree of exactness, which baffles the most 


| careful attention of European surgeons 


to discriminate. Whenthe Chinese and 
English practitioners have been seated 
at the same table, and felt the pulse of 
the same patient, the one has professed 
to ascertain symptoms of which the 
other was unable to ascertain any thing. 
The Chinese are not at all convinced by 
the reasoning of the west, that pulses 
being simultaneous in all parts of the 
body, the feeling of one pulse is there- 
fore equal to the feeling of more than 
one; for they suppose that local disease 
may make a differences p. 36. 

9. The Chinese can, without the aid 
of Europeans, foretel eclipses, and state 
other celestial phenomena, with consid- 
erable accuracy. But in their astrono- 
mical works, they are continually falling 
into the dreams of astrology. 

10. The prize essays of many gene- 
rations are preserved and published with 
care, 





11. The moral and religious essays of 
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the three sects, into which the Chinese | 
are divided, constitute the last depart- | 
ment of literature to be mentioned. Ist, | 
Those of the Confucian school of atheis- | 
tical materialists. 2dly, Those of the | 
visionary, alchymic School of Laoukeun. | 
3dly, Those of the Hindoo Polytheistic | 
School of Buddha. Tothese may be ad- | 
ded the essays of a sort of Electic School, | 
which chooses from, and sometimes 
blends the other three. | 
The Mahommedan and Christian wri- | 
ters in China have been too few to pro- 


duce any very sensible impression, be- i 


yond now and then a little scorn and | 
philippic, such as is conveyed in the 
political sermons, read by an official per- 
son, on the days of the new and full 
moon, in the several provincial imperiai 
halls, before the goverrivrs, deputy gov- 
ernors, and magistrates in each pro- 
vince. p. 37. 


Boston Schoole.—By official returns 
recently made, Boston contains 10,236 
pupils, of which 7044 are in public, and 
3392 in private schools. Number of 
schools 215—annual expense $152,722— 
of which individuals pay $97,305; and 
the city $55,417, exclusive of large sums 
annually expended in the erection and 
repairs of school-houses. 


Connecticut School Fund.—The Re- 


MISSIONARIES IN BURMAH.— 





port of the School Fund to the Legisla- 


THE BIBLE CAUSE IN RUSSIA. 4} 


288. The number of persons between 
four and sixteen years old in Connecti- 
cut, is about 85,000. There are 208 
school societies, and 85 cents is the divi- 
dend for the schooling of each person. 
More than 6000 dollars of interest re- 
|main onhand. = 


Arabian method of preparing Coffee.— 
It is found that the only certain mode of 
retaining the pure flavour of the coffee 
is, to roast, pound, and boil it, all in 
; quick succession; the roasted berries 
soon losing their flavour if laid by for a 
| day, and the pounded coffee becoming 
‘insipid in afew hours. The Arabs of 
' the desart, who are from necessity eco- 
/ nomical in the use of this article, follow 
the same process, even if they require 
| only two cups of the liquid, roasting a 
handful of berries on an iron plate, 
pounding them in a pestle and mortar 
while warm, and the instant the water 
boils, which it will generally do by the 
time the other preparations are comple- 
ted, so that no time is lost, putting the 
| pounded powder into it, and suffering it 
‘to boil, stirring it the same time for a 
| minute or two, when it is poured out to 
‘drink. As the beverage is taken with- 
| out sugar .or milk, the slightest differ- 
| ence in the flavour is perceptible; and 
; long experience having shown this to be 
|the best way of preserving it in the 
‘greatest perfection, it is perhaps worth 








ture, now in session, states, that the || mentioning in detail, particularly as the 


Funds consists in Bonds, Stock, Lands, 


and Cash. 1 
$1,719,434.—The interest due is $116,- 


| use of the article has become so gene- 


The principal of these is ! ral._—Buckingham’s Travels. 








Religious Xutelligence. 


MISSIONARIES IN BURMAH. 


We are at length assured, by a 
source which we trust to be authen- 
tic, of the deliverance of our Mis- 
sionaries at Burmah. Captain Speed, 
of the ship Asia, lately arrived fron 
Madras, affirms that a treaty of peace 
was concluded between the Burmese 
and British on the 24th of February, 
at Yandaloo, 42 miles from Ava. 
The prisoners were all returned—the 
provinces of Arraean, Martoban, 
Yair, Murque, and Tavoy, were, in 


lacs of rupees) to be surrendered ‘to 
the English. 

Mr. and Mrs. Judson were alive 
and well; Dr. Price, the American 
Missionary, was the Commissioner 
to the negotiation on the part of the 
Burmese. [ Relig. Intel. 


THE BIBLE CAUSE IN RUSSIA. 

The present Emperor of Russia 
is pursuing the same policy, with re- 
gard to the circulation of the Bible, 








addition to a heavy tribute, (100 


that was commenced by his prede- 
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cessor. They doubtless know, that 
in order to keep men slaves they 
must be kept in ignorance. 

The following Decree is directed 
to the Metropolitan of St. Peters- 
burgh. 

Having taken into consideration 
the representations of your emi- 
nence, and of the Metropolitan Eu- 
genius, respecting the difficulties 
which present themselves to the pro- 
gress of the cause of the Russian 
Bible Society, and considering your 
opinions well founded, I order you 
as President of said Society, to sus- 
pend its activity in all its operations, 
without exception, until my further 
permission. You are hereby em- 
powered to extend this my order to 
all the Committees, branches, and 
associations, connected with the So- 
ciety, throughout Russia, and at the 
same time to obtain a particular ac- 
count of all property, moveable and 
immoveable, in houses, lands, books, 
materials, and money, belonging to 
the Society, wherever these are to 
be found, and to furnish me with 


“the most accurate and circumstan- 


tial information possible thereofi— 
The sale of the Holy Scriptures al- 
ready printed in Slavonian and Rus- 
sian, as also in the other languages 


in use among the inhabitants of the | 


Russian Empire, I permit to be 
continued at the fixed prices. 
(Signed.) NICHOLAS. 

His eminence immediately order- 
ed a stop to be put to the printing of 
the versions at the present in the 
press, &c. and to make up the ac- 
counts as soon as possible. 


CEYLON. 
Success of the Wesleyan Mission. 

By the kindness of a correspon- 
dent in London, we are favoured 
with the knowledge of some highly 
interesting facts in relation to the 
Wesleyan missions in Ceylon.— 
They are derived from a letter of 
the Rev. Mr. Clough, Wesleyan 
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missionary at Colombo, to the Se- 
cretary of his Society, dated Colom- 
bo, Nov. 5th, 1825,—the follewing 
are extracts.— Miss. Herald. 

“Brother Gogerly stated at our 
meeting, a few days since, that at 
one place in his circuit, such a wish 
prevailed to hear the Gospel, that 
the chapel was too small to hold 
half of the people. They therefore 
resolved to enlarge it, and consulted 
a builder, who told them that a new 
one would be cheapest in the end.— 
But the neighbourhood jis distant 
from building materials. While a 
consultation was going on upon the 
subject, the inhabitants of four villa- 
ges came forward and stated, that 
sometime ago, they had united te 
build a heathen temple, which they 
had done of the best materials, and 
ata great expense. ‘This temple 
was situated not far from the chap- 
el, and as they now began to see 
the folly and wickedness of hea- 
thenism, they would agree, in case 
the missionaries would accept the 
offer, to turn out the idols, clear it 
of its rubbish, and convert it into a 
house of God; or if the missionaries 
preferred, they would pull down the 
temple, carry the materials to the 
place of our present chapel, and 
with the materials build a new chap- 
ei.” 

The temple was accepted, clear- 
ed, and converted into a house for 
the worship of the true God. In 
several of our circuits, Mr. C. adds, 
in the south of Ceylon, such crowds 
of people attend our little chapels to 
hear the word of God, that they are 
crying out, ‘the places are too 
straight for us.’ 

Our correspondent remarks, that 
a priest of Budha having visited Mr. 
Clough—spent several hours in 
conversation with him, on the char- 
acter and evidence of their different 
systems. Among other things, Mr. 


C. showed him that the orations and 
revelations of Budha, as given in 
the Latakas, contained many geo- 
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graphical falsehoods, as, for in- 
stance, that the earth is a plane, and 
not a sphere. ‘Your astronomy, 
your history, and in fact, the whole 
system of your theology,”” said Mr. 
Clough, “are in the same plight: it 
is all error.” With emotion the 
priest then arose, seized the hand 
of Mr. C., shook it in the most 
hearty manner, said he could never 
have expected such discoveries to 
be made hin, testified his gratitude 
for the time Mr. C. had spent with 
him, and begged him to become 
his spiritual instructor.— Numbers 
of priests are said to be in similar 
circumstanccs. 


HINDOOSTAN. 


In addition to the above, in rela- 
tion to Ceylon, Mr. Clough states a 
very important fact, that has lately 
transpired in the southern part of 
peninsula India—it is supposed 
Tanjore, the scene of Mr. Swartz’s 
labours. He states it on the autho- 
rity of a missionary of the Church 
of England, who had lately attended 
a missionary meeting in Ceylon.— 
It is this—‘that forty villages, con- 
taining in the aggregate four thou- 
sand inhabitants, had publicly re- 
nounced heathenism, and had con- 
verted many of their temples into 
Christian Churches, and such as 
could not be thus used they had de- 
molished, with their idols.”’ 

Our correspondent met, at the ta- 
ble of Mr. Butterworth, with a Mr. 
Bruce, an officer of the East India 
Company, who had just returned 
from Madras. Mr. Bruce “spoke 
of twenty-one gentlemen on the 
Madras establishment under govern- 
ment, (we presume he means, in 
the civil service,) who appear to be 
truly converted to God, and who 
are acting, in some degree, the part 
of missionaries among the heathen.” 
He said, also, that forty military 
officers, in the same Presidency, 
were like-minded. 


DONATIONS TO THE E. SOCIETY.-—OHIO CONVENTION. 








DOMESTIC. 

We have the pleasure of ac- 
knowledging the following donae 
tions to the Education Society. 

The Ladies in Hanover, Va., by Mr. 
Cook, - - - - $30. 

Rey. Thos. Jackson, Md. a 5. 

For the Theological Seminary. 

Mrs. Avery, of Williamsburg, Va:, 8 
Volumes Books. 

Miss Dickson, of do. 4 do. 


JOURNAL OF MARYLAND. 


We deeply regret that the very 
great delay in the publication of the 
Journal of the Convention of this 
Diocess, has been such as to prevent 
our giving to the public, a suitable 
notice of its proceedings. Having, 
however, at length, just obtained 
the Journal, but too late for this No., 
we shall, in our next, lay the sub- 
stance of it before our readers. 


OHIO CONVENTION. 


We have received the printed re- 
port of the Ohio Convention, held at 
Columbus, June 7th, 1826, which 
states that morning service was read 
by the Rev. Intrepid Morse; and af- 
ter an address, the ordination to the 
Holy Order of Deacons, of Messrs, 
C. P. Bronson and William Spar- 
row, who were presented by the 
Rev. Samuel Johnston, and the ad- 
ministration of the communion, by 
the Bishop, the following clergy took 
their seats:—The Rt. Rev. Puiran- 
per Cuasz, D. D. Bishop of the 
Diocess and President of the Con- 
vention, the Rev. John Hall, Minis- 
ter of St. Peter’s, Ashtabula; the 
Rev. Samuel Johnston, Minister of 
Christ Church, Cincinnati; the Rev. 
Intrepid Morse, Minister of St. 
Paul’s, Steubenville, and St. James’, 
Cross Creek; the Rev. Roger 
Searle, the Rev. C. P. Bronson, 
Deacon, and the Rey. William 





| Sharrow, Deacon. 
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Eighteen Churches were repre- 
sented by twenty-seven Lay Dele- 
gates. The address of the Bishop 
is of considerable length, and from 
the situation of the Diocess over 
which he presides, bears a charac- 
ter different from most addresses 
delivered on similar occasions. Few 
clergymen are called upon to dis- 
charge duties more numerous, or 
under greater disadvantages, than 
the Bishop of Ohio; and few could 
undertake them with a zeal more 
persevering or bear up under them 
with a more becoming fortitude. 
His address begins thus:— 

“ Brethren— 

“The history of the P. E. Church 
in Ohio during the last year, exhi- 
bits little more than the deplorable 
effects of the want of clergymen.— 
Except my own feeble endeavours, 
the parishes in the diocess have been 
blessed with the regular ministra- 
tions of but three clergymen: these 
are the Rev. Messrs. Morse, John- 
ston and Hall. The Rev. Mr. Searle 
has been for the greater part of the 
year absent from the diocess, I am 
told for the recovery of his health. 
The Rev. Mr. Armstrong, residing 
in Virginia, has been able to devote 
but a small part of his time to this 
diocess. The Rev. Mr. Lanston, 
coming into this diocess with letters 
demissory from Bishop Kemp, offi- 
ciated for a few Sundays in Zanes- 
ville and its vicinity, and moVed to 
Troy, where and at Piqua, I have 
heard he has preached a few times. 

“My own duties, during the past 
year, have been so weighty and dif- 
ficult, and withal of such different 
natures, that I fear but few of them 
have been rightly discharged. They 
need the forbearance of man and the 
mercy of God. Some of these have 
related to the diocess; some to the 
institution of religion and learning 
committed to our care; and not a 
few of these to struggles for the 
means of living.” 

In the course of his address he 








gives the following interesting ac- 
count of a visit to “some scattered 
remnants of the Oneida and Mohawk 
tribes, who retained the use of our 
Liturgy, once taught them by the 
British Missionaries.”’ 

“The morning of the 18th of Au- 
gust, 1825, gave some hopes of a 
fair and pleasant day, but it proved 
otherwise. The sky was soon over- 
cast, and a dark gloom hung over 
the forest, already dark and gloomy 
by the thickness of the deep green 
foliage. Our way was nearly west, 
towards the Sandusky river, and lay 
through a pathless desart with hard- 
ly atrace to guide our steps; but 
confident in the goodness of our 
cause and the protection and bless- 
ing of the common Father of men 
and nations, we set forward. The 
beauty of an open oakland scenery 
for a time cheered us; but it soon 
changed to a thick dark underleafed 
forest, in which having missed our 
path, we travelled in the rain, as was 
judged, five and twenty miles, be- 
fore we reached the huts of the In- 
dians we were seeking. To us, wet, 
hungry and waysore, these little 
shelters from the storm appeared 
like the abodes of comfort. Some 
aged men and women of the Mo- 
hawks, fit emblems of their tribe, 
once vigorous, now in decay, met 
us at their lowly cabin doors. My 
worthy friend and guide, the Rey. 
Mr. Coe, who had seen and known 
these interesting people before, now 
told them my name and errand. [ 
passed around their little settlement, 
and the evening and the morning 
were spent in trying to do them 
good. I found them not like hea- 
thens. They had known Jesus, their 
Creator and Saviour, from their 
youth, and the liturgy and formula- 
ries of the Church of England, with 
part of the book of Genesis, and the 
Gospel of St. Mark, translated inte 
their language, A. D. 1787, had 
been the blessed means by which 
this faith had been taught and hand- 
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ed down from their forefathers.— 
What a comment this, on the great 
utility of accompanying the transla- 
tion of the scripturcs, with the for- 
mularies of primitive devotion! And 
what an overpowering refutation is 
this of the ungodly objections, made 
to the christianizing of the heathen, 
by diffusing the light of the Holy 
Bible among them! From this in- 
stance of God’s blessing on the 
means, let Christians take courage.”’ 

“Soon after my visit to the Mo- 
hawks, on Sandusky river, I men- 
tioned the subject casually, in a let« 
ter to the Secretary of State, and he 
most kindly mentioned it to the Sec- 
retary at War, at whose judicious dis- 
posal is committed a small fund, for 
benefiting the natives. Through 
these means God was pleased to 
bless the object I had inview. Af- 
ter performing my tour, I went again 
from my home, in the month of No- 
vember, in my own carriage, for the 
promised Indian lads. The distance 
from my residence to their dwel- 
lings in the woods, is 100 miles. 
‘he weather was cold, and the road, 
a part of the way, very bad. Yet 
sod enabled me to bear the fa- 
tigue, and crowned my errand with 
success. Six of the Mohawks came 
with me, four of whom I have seen 
proper to retain at the school as lads 
of great promise. Since that, one 
of another tribe has, by a private 
gentieman, been placed at the 
school. 

“The goodness of God appeared 
especially, when, on my arrival at 
iny dwelling with my interesting 
charge, I found on my table assu- 
rances from the Secretary at War, 
that I should be indemnified for their 
maintenance and education. Go- 
vernment will allow me $100 per 
annum a piece for six.” 

-The following report shows how 
and where the Bishop was engaged 
during the past year:— 


“Of the 52 Sundays in a year, 19 


have been spent in the parishes 
Vots 8......N0. 1.6, 








nearest my present residence, Viz: 
2 in ministrations at Berkshire. 


4, - - - Columbus. 
§ - - - Delaware. 
8 - - - Worthington. 


4 were spent out of the diocess. 

2 on a bed of suffering. 

27 in visiting the scattered pa- 
rishes; though as yet they have not 
all been visited; particularly those 
in the north-west and western parts 
of the State. 

“During the last year, I have 
Baptized 63.—Confirmed 177, and 
omitted in last year’s report 30—207 
Administered the Holy Communion 
22 times. Held service and preach- 
ed, within the Diocess 144, without 
the Diocess 12—156. The num- 
ber of miles I have travelled, in- 
cluding my journey to Washington, 
2403.” 

The Committee on the location 
of the Seminary, have fixed upon a 
site in Knox county. The name 
given to the College, in connexion 
with the Theological Seminary, is 
“Kenyon College,” in honour of 
one of its most distinguished English 
benefactors. OF this institution the 
Bishop states: 

‘Authorized by the Board of 
Trustees which met immediately af- 
ter the Convention of last year in 
Zanesville, I appointed Mr. Willi- 
am Sparrow, late professor in the 
Miama University, Professor of the 
Languages in this Institution, and 
also to the duty, for the present, of 
a Professor of .Mathematics,—and. 
Mr. Gideon McMillan a teacher of 
the grammar school. Two small 
buildings (very temporary in their 
nature) were erected at my own ex- 
pense; which together with my own 
dwelling and farm house we thought 
would accommodate al! the students 
that would offer this year. But we 
have found it otherwise. Our pre- 
sent number is thirty, and had we 
buildings and other means to en- 
large our establishment, that num- 
ber would soon be doubled many 
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times. Our prices have been for 
each year or 40 weeks tcrm— 

For boarding and contingent ex- 
penses of candidates for orders, 
$50.00. 

For ditto of collegians, $70.00. 

For ditto of grammar school pu- 
pils, $60.00. 

The above includes all expenses 
except stationary, books, and cloth- 
ing. Candidates for orders pay no 
tuition.” 

The number of Episcopal pa- 
rishes in the State are represented 
to be 34, containing 598 families, 
768 communicants. The number 
of baptisms during the past year 
220. 

Among the resolutions passed 
were the following: a 

“ Resolved, that a standing com- 
mittee of three, of each order, be 
elected. 

‘‘The Rev. Messrs. Morse, Johns- 
ton and Hall, and Messrs. Wells, 
Boardman and Little, were chosen. 

*“ Resolved, that the twelfth Canon 
of this Diocess be amended by the 
addition at the end, of the following 
clause:—Every person in order to 
be eligible to a seat in Convention, 
must be a Communicant. 

“ Resolved, that two additional de- 
legates of each order, be elected to 
attend the next general Convention. 

“The following gentlemen were 
chosen:—Rev. Messrs. Morse and 
Hall, and Messrs. Little and Board- 
man. 

“Resolved, that it be considered 
the duty of every clergyman, on or 
about the first Sunday after Easter, 
to preach a sermon in the parish or 
parishes in which he officiates, on 
the importance of supporting the 
Episcopate; after which there shall 
be a collection made and forwarded 
to this Convention. And it shall be 
the duty of the Wardens of any pa- 
rish, having no clergyman to make 
said collections, and dispose of the 
avails in the same way. 

Resolved, unanimously, that it is 
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the duty of every delegate, and 
every member of the church as he 
values our Holy religion, and of 
every liberal minded citizen, as he 
regards the interests of science, to 
promote by all means in his power, 
subscriptions for the payment of the 
Seminary lands in Knox county. 

« Resolved, that the next Conven- 
tion of this Diocess, meet on the 
first Wednesday of September, 
1827, in Mount Vernon, Knox co. 

“ Resolved, unanimously, that the 
thanks of this Convention are due to 
the citizens of Columbus, for their 
kindness and hospitality, and to the 
Lutheran Society in particular, for 
the use of their place of worship. 

“The Bishop then congratulated 
the members of the Convention on 
the unanimity and harmony of their 
proceedings, particularly in settling 
the great question of the location of 
the Seminary and College: and at- 
tributing so great a mercy solely to 
the overruling hand of God, and the 
special influences of his Holy Spi- 
rit, he desired the Convention to 
join with him, in the devout use of 
the ‘Ze deum laudamus,’ and other 
forms of devotion. Which having 
been done, and the Episcopal bless- 
ing pronounced, the Convention ad- 
journed sine die.” 


CALL OF ASPECIAL CONVENTION 
Philadelphia, August 1, 1826. 
CIRCULAR. 

WueEREAs, by the Third Article 
of the Constitution of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the Common- 
wealthof Pennsylvania, it is provided, 
that the Bishop shall have power to 
call a special Convention, when he 
may judge it conducive to the good 
of the Church; I, therefore, with the 
approbation of the Standing Com- 
mittee of the Diocess, give notice to 
all persons concerned, that I have 
appointed Wednesday, the twenty- 
fifth day ofnext October, at 4 o’clock 





in the afternoon, for the assembling 
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ofa Special Convention in St. Peter’s 
Church in the city of Philadelphia. 
to take into consideration the expe 
diency of electing an Assistant 
Bishop, and, if determined on, to 
carry the same into effect, and to act 
in relation thereto. 
Witness my hand. 
WILLIAM WHITE, 

Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church 

in the State of Pennsylvania. ; 





BISHOP HOBART’S VISIT TO THE 
ONEIDA INDIANS. 

He arrived at Oneida Castle on 
the 15th ult. The Indians have for 
several years been under his spiritu- 
al superintendence, and he has se- 
veral times visited them. His pre- 
sent visit was principally for the 
purpose of administering confirma- 
miation, and for admitting to the or- 
der of deacons, Mr. Eleazer Wil- 
liams, an Indian, who had received 
a liberal education, and who fora 
long time acted among the Oneidas 
as a Catechist and Lay-Reader, bat 
who at present resides at Green 
Bay. The Bishop, with the clergy 
who accompanied him, were met at 
Vernon by a party of the Oneida 
chiefs and others, and escorted to 
the Church, which was crowded by 
the Indians and others. After morn- 
ing prayer in the Indian language, 
by Mr. S. Davis, their present Cate- 
chist and Lay-Reader, in which the 
Indians united, the Bishop delivered 
an appropriate and affecting address 
to the Indians, which was interpre- 
ted to them. Several of the chiets 
then advanced, and each one placing 
his right hand on the right shoulder 
of the chief before him, and the 
foremost chief placing his right hand 
on the right shoulder of Mr. Wil- 
liams, as a token of concord, a me- 
morial was read by him on their be- 
half. The memorial was address- 
ed to the Bishop, and solicited per- 
mission to be still embraced (not- 
withstanding their intended immedi- 
ate removal to Green Bay) within 











his ecclesiastical jurisdiction; adding 
that they had for many years enjoy- 
ed the blessings of his watchful su- 
perintendence, and had been highly 
favoured of God in their connexion 
with the Protestant E. Church; but 
that the ties by whieh they were 
bound to him, and which they hop- 
ed might not be broken, must of 
necessity soon be severed by their 
removal to a far distant country, un- 
less by some special act they might 
be permitted to enjoy the favours of 
his superintending care. To which 
the Bishop replied, that he would 
continue his spiritual charge over 
them, and if God gave him health 
and opportunity, he would visit 
them. The Indians who were to be 
confirmed, 25 in number, then as- 
sembled before the Bishop, and he 
again addressed them. 

Mr. Williams was then admitted 
to Deacon’s orders by the Bishop, 
who administered the Holy commu- 
nion to the clergy present, and to 
several of the Indians. The res- 
ponses which they made in the ser- 
vice, says the Observer, its hymns 
of praise which they chaunted or 
sung, and the deep humility and 
devotion which in general and par- 
ticularly the Indian communicants 
displayed, rendered the scene high- 
ly interesting, and sensibly affected 
all w ho witnessed it. 

Albany Argus. 
+ ——__} 
CHRISTIAN INDIANS. 

The following account is from the 
New York Commercial Advertiser, and 
we insert it for the encouragement of 
those whose zeal is already awake in be- 
half of the abrogines of our country. 

Female Missionary Society of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church —On 
Monday evening the anniversary of 
this Society was held in the Church 
in John-street. The report, contain- 
ing much interesting and valuable 
information, was read by the’ Rev. 
Henry Chase, of the Mariners’ 
Church, after which the Rev. Pro- 
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fessor Durbin, the Rev. Mr. Doughty 
of New-Brunswick, and the Rev. 
James B. Finley, Missionary to the 
Wryandot Indians, addressed the 
meeting, in a manner which warmed 
the heart of every friend of the mis- 
sionary cause. The latter gentleman 
gave a detailed account of the rise, 
progress, present state and prospects 
of the mission, over which he has 
charge. Between-the-Logs then ad- 
dressed the meeting, through the in- 
terpreter Mr. Brown, who had re- 
ceived an English education at 
Brownstown. We regretted much 
not being able to hear all that the in- 
terpreter said—he exerted himself 
to be heard and understood, but the 
deep gutteral sound of the Indian 
dialect drowned many of his English 
words. The purportof what he said 
so far as we understood, was as fol- 
lows:— 

Brothers—We have come from 
the country of the great lakes, to tell 
you what God has done for us. 

Brothers—Many winters ago we 
were in great ignorance. We knew 
there was a great Spirit, who made 
the waters and the land, and we 
wished to worship him, but we knew 
nothow. And we wanted to get re- 
ligion. Then we heard ofa priest 
they called a Roman, among our 
white brethren. 

Brothers—I went with my young 
men to see the Roman, and learn how 
to worship the Great Spirit. We 
found him on the Lord’s day, and 
went to church. [Here Between- 
the-logs went into a particular de- 
scription of the rites and ceremonies 
of the Catholic service, together with 
a description of the dress of the 
priest, and those who assisted at the 
altar. But notwithstanding the ex- 
planations which they attempted to 
make, it all appeared tobe idle mum- 
mery, and it gave no satisfaction to 
his mind. 

Brothers—From the church the 
Roman took us to his house, where 
a great feast was spread, apd at the 
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head of the table were some bottles 
of strong waters, which have been 
the destruction of the red men. He 
drank some himself, and he gave 
some to me and my people. But 
my mind was not satisfied: We 
wanted religion, and could not get it 
here. My young men, too, would 
buy the strong waters, and it made 
them wicked. 

Brothers—Then we returned to 
our hunting ground, but still we were 
not satisficd, and we wanted to get 
religion, that the Great Spirit might 
not be angry. We then heard ofa 
prophet, and I and some of my young 
men went from the Maumee to 
Buffalo, to see him. But still 1 
got no religion. 

Brothers—Then my young men 
thought they would be prophets too, 
and we had a dozen of them.—And 
they prophesied and told us of witch- 
es. And when any of our warriors, 
our women, or our little ones were 
sick, they would say they were be- 
witched. They told who the witches 
were, and some of them were killed, 
and the earth drank their blood. 
But I was not satisfied, I did not 
think this was the way to worship, 
and I feared the Great Spirit would 
be angry. 

Brothers—Then came the war, 
and we took up the tomahawk, and 
the great waters were stained with 
blood. 

Brothers—After the peace, we 
returned to our hunting grounds, and 
again thoughtof religion.—And there 
was a conjurer came among us, who 
told us we must worship by feast- 
ings and drinking, and then we 
should get religion. So we sent out 
our young men, and they brought in 
the deer, and we spread our blank- 
ets, kindled our fires, and made great 
feasts. The conjurer said we must 


have liquor, and he always sat down 
by the jug. 

Brothers—The feastings did not 
bring us religion—our people drank 
and quarrelled, and sometimes their 
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knives were made red with blood. 
‘Then there came a man who was a 
coloured man, and they said he was 
a preacher, and would give us re- 
ligion. He came to our feasts, sat 
at table with us, and some of our 
people liked him, because he liked 
our feasts and so they thought they 
must bein the right way. We gave 
him food, and skins to sleep on, and 
he visited our cabins and talked 
and read to our women and child- 
ren. 

Brothers—By and by he would 
take out a book which was called the 
good book, at our feasts, and would 
read, and sing, and we thought it 
very strange. Then he told us we 
must give up our feasts, and drink 
no more liquors—for that was not 
the way to get religion, and the great 
spirit would not smile upon his red 
children. Our young men were 
angry, and wished to drive him away; 
but when they would raise their arms 
against him, to thrust him out, he 
would take out the good book and 
read, and sometimes he would smile 
upon them and sing, and sometimes 
close his eyes and pray. And they 
had no power over him, and could 
not raise their hands against him. 

Brothers—A white man_ then 
came among us and talked tous from 
the good book. He told us that the 
white and the red men were all great 
sinners, and how the Great God 
came down and died to save us. I 
listened to him—I believed—and was 
happy. My heart now felt light, and 
I began to feel that I had found re- 
ligion. 

Brothers—I tell you the truth, as 
this good missionary | pointing to the 
Rev. Mr. Finley] will say, ifyou ask 
him. From that time a great change 
has taken place amongst us. Before, 
our tempers were bad, we were cross 
and unsocial, and quarrelsome. 
Now, all is peace and good-will— 
when we meet we do not pass each 
other unsocially, but shake hands, 
and ask how you do, and how is your 
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family, and what is the state of-your 
soul. Before, we knew not what re- 
lationship was; our women were ne- 
glected, and our children grew up 
without government—Now, we 
know our relations and cherish and 
love them. Before, we shaved and 
painted our heads, and put jewels in 
our ears and our noses, and all the 
silver we could get was put in clasps 
onourarms. Now, we have thrown 
them allaway. Before, we had s¢en 
white men’s ruffles, and we had 
ruffles too, which came almost to our 
feet. Now, we have cast them away, 
and dress as you see us here. 
Brothers—1 speak the truth— 
and if you will come among us you 
will see how great things the Lord 
has done for us. You will see our 
people orderly, our cabins neat, our 
women and children clothed, and you 
will see them singing hymns, or on 
their knees praying to God. 
Brothers—Listen a little longer— 
we have come here to speak the 
truth, to this great city which we 
have often heard of, but never ex- 
pected to see.—We thank you for 
sending us the good missionaries, 
and the good book; for giving us 
clothing, and teaching us religion 
and making us happy; and may the 
Great God look down and bless you. 
Brothers—All our people have 
not got religion yet, and there are 
some bad young men, but we hope 
the Good Spirit will yet guide them 
in the right way. Some ofthe white 
people on our borders slander us, 
and say that we are as wicked and 
drunken and quarrelsome as ever. 
But do not believe them. We tell 
you the truth, and if you will come 
among us you will see how great 
things the Lord has done for us. 
Brothers—Again we thank you 
for the care you have taken for us. 
We go-to our own country towards 
the setting sun, and may never hear 
your voices nor see you more. Fare- 
well! 
‘“‘ Monongua’’ then rose and spoke 
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a few moments ina very graceful, 
and we should suppose, forcible 
and eloquent manner. But the in 
terpreter appeared a good deal fa- 
tigued, and, as we thought, gave us 
but a very inadequate idea of the 
force and power of his language. 

Brothers—My brother has said in 
his talk all that I intended to say. 

Brothers-——Our land was in dark- 
ness, and I was a very bad man— 
worse than I can tell you. But the 
good missionaries came among us 
and told us to pray to God. I pray- 
ed to God, and he gave mea new 
heart. 

Brothers-—My words shall be few. 
We have come a great way to return 
you our thanks for the good you have 
done us and our people. We re- 
joice to see our brethren of the great 
city. 

Brothers—Our people were few, 
but since the good missionaries have 
taught us to refrain from our vices, 
we are increasing innumbers. The 
Great God will look down upon your 
exertions with eyes of mercy. 

Brothers—T he good missionaries 
among us are welcome. Some of 
our people are yet ignorant of the 
Great God, and his Son who died 
for us; and we wish you to keep our 
good brother among us. 

Brothers—yYour religious privile- 
ges are very great. You will not 
neglect them, nor forget the wants 
of our people. We beg your pray- 
ers for our happiness in this world 
and the next. 

Brothers--We return to our 
homes in the wilderness, and _ shall 
never see you more. But let us all 
pray that the red men and the white 
may meet in happiness in the world 
to come! 

Brothers—-\ told you my words 
should be few. I have done. 

The voice of Mononqua was rich 
and full, his gestures graceful, and 
his manner impassioned.—The lan- 
guage too, was smooth and flowing, 
and had it been understood by the 


audience before undergoing the dilu- 
ting process of the interpreter, we 
have no doubt that it would have 
been considered a fine specimen of 
aboriginal eloquence. 

After the addresses, the three In- 
dians united in singing a hymn in 
their own language. This part of 
the exercises awakened a crowd of 
interesting reflections, which we 
think will not soon be forgoatten—and 
many a silent tear evinced the over- 
flowings ofa heart of sensibility. To 
listen to these children of the forest, 
attuning their voices to the praise of 
their Saviour, redeemed from theiv 
barbarous and unhallowed practices, 
to the worship and service of their 
Creator, was peculiarly affecting.— 
Mononqua finished the exercises by 
prayer in his own language. He 
appeared very devout and energetic 
in his petitions, and spoke with a flu- 
ency of which we had scarcely sup- 
posed their language capable.—It 
seemed tu us as though that lan- 
guage was first used to convey de- 
vout aspirations. We could not 
understand hfs words, but we recog- 
nized and participated in his feel- 
ings, and felt that the searcher of 
hearts understood his petition, and 
with his parental eye viewed us all 
as the children of one family. 


an a 


Obituary. 


Weare gratified in laying before 
our readers, from a most authen- 
tic source, another memorable in- 
stance of the power of divine 
grace, of the triumph with which 
it crowns the departing moments 
of those who “diein the Lord,” and 
of the blessedness of its consola- 
tions to survivors, whose “waters 
of affliction” it transforms into 
tears of rapture and thankfulness. 

Well may it be said of believ- 
ers that “all things are theirs— 
whether it be life, or death, or 
things present, or things to come, 








all are theirs—for they are Christ’s, 

















\ 








1826. 


and Christ's are God’s. It is 
their’s, “to go on their way,” 
through this evil world, “rejoicing 
in the hope set before them.” It 
is their’s, however weak and fear- 
ful, to feel a strength given to 
them which they know is not their 
own—which gives them the victo- 
ry over the world and sin and 
death. It is their’s, to have “peace 
at the last” —to “exult in hope’— 
to welcome the messenger that 
calls them from their troubles to 
their rest, from their conflict to 
their crown. 

We would ask the coldest scep- 
tic if this can be delusion? Can it 
be that a God of goodness thus 
sports with the feelings of his 
creatures, mocks them with de- 
ceitful promises, sets before them 
the brightness of future glory, and 
then leaves them with “the brutes 
that perish,” and whom he cheats 
with no such expectations? Can 
it be that the soul when freed from 
all the defilements and incumbran- 
ces of the flesh, when purified and 
exalted to the highest state of per- 
fection, glowing with love and 
adoration, and panting to pay its 
homage at the throne of God— 
can it be that such a soul, at such 
a time, shall receive the sentence 
of annihilation? Shall be driven 
back from its high soaring, to the 
gloom and corruption of the grave? 
What mystery of faith can be as 
hard to believe as this? 

It is remarked by the friend 
through whom we have received 
this communication, that none of 
those external circumstances oc- 
curred at the death of Miss Ste- 
rett, to which her feelings and ex- 
pressions could be attributed. She 
had been for two weeks in the 
country, removed from her Pastor 
and every other Clergyman, and 
without the religious intercourse 
and devotional services that might 
have been supposed to produce 
excitement. 
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He describes the scene around 
her bed as impressive beyond any 
thing that can be imagined, and 
declares that “had an angel de- 
scended visibly from Heaven and 
borne her away, he could not have 
been more satisfied that she had 
gone to the Kingdom of her Fa- 
ther in Heaven.” 

The witnesses of such a death 
have been called to a high privi- 
lege. Rich is the legacy left them 
by this departed Saint. They 
should feel as if they had had com- 
munion with a disembodied Spirit 
—they have seen the triumph of 
faith—the ascent of the soul to 
Heaven—they have heard her part- 
ing words. 

May they prepare to follow her, 
and ever remember “what manner 
of persons they ought to be, in all 
holy conversation and godliness, 
looking for, and hastening unto 
the coming of the day of Christ.” 

| Ed. 
For the Repertory. 

DIED, on the 19th ult., at Belmont, 
the residence of Charles Sterett Ringely, 
JosEPHINE STERETT, eldest daughter of 
the late Gen. Joseph Sterett, in the 20th 
year of her age. 

After having been seriously indispos- 
ed for some months, she became, about 
five weeks before her death, alarmingly 
ill, Her mother felt it her duty to in- 
form her of her danger, and proposed 
sending for her Pastor, the Rev. Mr. 
Nevins, who had frequently visited and 
prayed with her. She saw and convers- 
ed with him, and for many days labour- 
ed under deep conviction and conse- 
quent sorrow for sin. Indeed her dis- 
tress under that conviction was so great, 
that the weak and tender heart of her 
mother almost lead her to cry, peace! 
peace! when there was no peace. 

It, however, pleased a good and mer- 
ciful God to order it otherwise; and her 
mother was led, as she believes, by the 
power of God, to send for a very pious 
friend, who most tenderly probed her 
heart, uttering words of encouragement 
to her, to cast her cares upon Him who 
careth for his children; and this really 
good friend then offered fervent pray- 
ers to Almighty God in her behalf, in 
which she most fervently joined; and 
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God was pleased to grant her, from that 
moment, comfort and encouragement.— 
The remaining weeks of her suffering 
life she spent in pious meditation, read- 
ing and earnest inward prayer. Labour- 
ing always under great difficulty in giv- 
ing utterance to her feelings, until the 
morning of the day on which she left a 
world of sin and sorrow, for a place, as 
we gratefully and confidently believe, 
among the saints in light. 

On the morning of the 19th of July it 
was necessary to alter her position, which 
caused her great pain and fatigue.— 
When she was fixed on her pillows, she 
said, Lord have mercy upon me! Instant- 
ly her tongue was loosened, and she con- 
tinued in audible prayer—first, that God 
would [accept her unfeigned repen- 
tance, for the sake of his dear Son;— 
then, that he would bless her dear mo- 
ther, sisters and brothers, particularly 
those no longer children, and whom she 
believed were living without God in the 
world;—then, for blessings on the kind, 
affectionate family with whom she was 


staying, that they might al/ be brought | 


to a saving knowledge of God;—and 
lastly, she prayed earnestly for a blessing 
on her dear Pastor, who had striven so 
hard to bring her to know her own wick- 
ed heart, and to induce her to bring her 
willin subjection to God. Her weak- 
ness prevented her saying more for some 
hours; but it was evident to her friends 
that she continned in close communion 
with her God. Her mother seeing her 
frequently looking up towards Heaven 
imploringly, said, bear in mind my dear 
child that “that dread path once trod,” 
she immediately concluded by saying, 


‘‘Heaven lifts its everlasting portals high, 
And bids the pure in heart, behold their 
God.” 


Very soon afterwards she said, I wish—I 
wish—what do you wish my darling? 
asked her mother—for wings, she repli- 
ed, that I might fly away, and be at 
rest. She was told that her brothers and 
sisters were sent for, and she expressed 
a great desire for their arrival, that she 
might converse with them; and again 
prayed that God would make her death 
a blessing and solemn warning to them, 
that they might flee from the wrath to 
come. By his mercy, they came while 
she had life and the use of her faculties, 
but only strength to exhort them to 
“remember their creator in the days of 
their youth,” and to profit by her rapid- 
ly approaching death; saying she was 











unable to speak more to them, but re- 
quested they would remain by her bed- 
side. A mortal struggle came on, which 
the mercy of God shortened toa very 
few minutes; she revived a little, and 
soon said, I want to go;—to go home my 
dearest, asked her mother? Yes! home 
to my Father and my God, After some 
time, her countenance became quite ra- 
diant, and she stretched out her arms, 
saying, Angels, I see! I see!— Do you say 
you see Angels, she was asked? She 
turned her face, and looking earnestly 
at her weeping mother, said, I think 1 see 
Angels waiting for me. Her mother 
asked, are you happy? Happy! she ex- 
claimed: yes, 1 am happy! I am going to 
my God;—-my Saviour will lead me to 
his footstool, to sing hallelujah! hallelu- 
jah! Her surrounding friends burst forth 
into an ecstasy of gratitude and praise, 
crying out, thank God! oh praise God! 
She said, yes, praise God! praise Him all 
of you; then turning to her mother, she 
said, I do not like this bustle—and im- 
mediately all were silent, and she short- 
ly afterward stretched out her arms 
again, almost raising herself from the 
pillow, and said, I mount, I fly, to meet 
my God. Oh grave where is thy sting? 
almost immediately she looked at a dear 
friend, who held her hand, and motion- 
ing to her mother, said, it is a mistake-- 
she instantly corrected it, saying, Oh 
death where is thy sting? Oh grave 
where is thy victory? which were, it is 
believed, the last words she uttered. 
She calmly expired in less than ten mi- 
nutes, without a struggle. 


DEATH OF THE BP. OF CALCUTTA. 


By an arrival at this port from Madras, 
we learn with deep regret, that the Al- 
mighty in his inscrutable wisdom has seen 
fit, in the very midst of his usefulness, to 
remove by death the pious, learned, and 
highly gifted Dr. REGINALD HEBER, 
Bishop of Calcutta. He died suddenly 
at Trichinopoly, on the 4th of April last. 
Deeply will this loss be felt by the Eng- 
lish Protestants, and by the whole chris- 
tian world. His spirit was deeply en- 
gaged inthe Missionary enterprise. His 
plans were laid with care, and all due re- 
spect for the opinions and feelings of 
others. He had acquired a commanding 
influence, and we had hoped was to prove 
a favoured instrument in the hand of Pro- 
vidence for the religious regeneration of 
India. May his place soon be filled with 
as apostolic a spirit ashis: [Ch. Rec. 











